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What is a CDA?

* CDA is a Child Development Associate credential

* CDA is the most widely recognized credential in early childhood education (ECE)
* Often called the “best first step” on the path of education and career advancement in ECE

* Requires 120 hours of approved ECE training

* Provided ONLY by the CDA Council for Professional Recognition

* Renewed every three years
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Teaching Strategies Quorum CDA Solution

Quorum Membership

SAL PARTNE,
o‘%ﬂc & LN

e Teaching Strategies is an official partner with the CDA
Council

* Membership includes all CDA required coursework (in English
and Spanish)

e Support for the CDA Portfolio

e And morellll
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How do | earn a CDA?

R reachingstrategies:

CouNcIL
SOUNCIL

PROFESSIONAL
RECOGNITION %

START
HERE
Purchase a CDA® Competency

Standards book in the setting of your
daily work with children and families.”

Infant and Toddler
(Birth-36 months)

O Preschool

(3-5 years old)

Q Birth to Five
(Birth-5 years old)

Q Family Child Care
(Birth-5 years old)

PHASE 1:
PREPARE (BEFORE YOU APPLY)

ANYTIME BEFORE WITHIN 3 YEARS WITHIN 6 MONTHS
“=E7 Possess a minimum of high @ Complete 480 hours of \~ Create your CDA®
school diploma/GED or be work experience in the ‘ Professional Portfolio using
a junior or senior enrolled setting and age group of the the guidelines provided

g Complete 120 hours of
education in the 8 CDA®

Subject Areas specific to the
age group of the credential
selected.

in a high school career and credential selected.

in the CDA Competency \(
Standards book.

Gather Family
E Questionnaires from the
families your serve in the

setting and age group of the
credential selected.

<)

PHASE 2:
APPLY ONLINE

APPLICATION

N @ PHASE 3:
DEMONSTRATE

WITHIN 6 MONTHS

Complete the CDA® exam and CDA Verification Visit®.

<
<

5 PHASE 4:
=) EARN

<
<

CREDENTIALING DECISION

@ Identify a CDA Professional

< Development (PD) Specialist™
endorsed in the setting and langu
the application.

e_ Submit $525 assessment fee and

= application to the Council.
El\/ Await your first “Ready to Schedu
© Notice” from the Council before

proceeding.

First, schedule and take the CDA® exam at
=—= alocal Pearson VUE testing center.

age of yl@ Await your second “Ready to Schedule

Notice” from the Council before proceeding.

.. Schedule and complete the CDA
C‘A Verification Visit® with the PD Specialist.
le During the visit, the PD Specialist will
review the professional portfolio, observe
candidate working in setting, and reflect
with candidate to discuss areas of strength
and growth.

% Council awards or denies the CDA®

Pearson VUE sends exam scores to the
Council online.

PD Specialist sends verification visit
scores to the Council online.

credential.
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Let's Get Started!

1

* https://teachingstrategies.com/

*  Click Login (top right)
* Click SmartTeach

* Enter username and password

* Goto Develop 2

Rliechiossiseses € AdministratorView

Welcome Back, Gillian!

Data Snapshot

Inited ity Hembers
nnnnnnnnn
.........
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Solutions  Products

Q  FindMy State  International  Product Support Booksh€ Login >

Success Stories  Pricing  About  Resources

Welcome.

Sign in to your platform
below.

SmartTeach

SmartTeach

by TeachingStrategies

Welcome!*

Let's make it a great day.

4

Tadpoles

)

N

ReadyRosie

)

MorensighsinProgrss

¢ e

Smartieach

%

©TeachingStrategies 2025, All Rights Reserved


https://teachingstrategies.com/

Quorum Membership

= Develop Q B () i o

GOLD™ Interrater Reliability
Certification

( )
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Start with CDA Coursework

(120 hours needed/10 hours in each CDA Subject Areq)

13 Items View AlL

k 3
COURSE course COURSE SKILLPROFILE CURRICULUM couRsE

A Beginner's Guide to CDA Planner Child Assessment: The Early Literacy Elevating Practice and Engaging Families with
Resilience Essentials of Partnerships With The Social Media

3hr Status:@  Shr Status: @ 4hr Status:@  0/2 ltems Status:O 0/2 ttems Status:O  4hr Status: O

[1e)

IRR Certifications Browse the Course Catalog 4Collections  Viewall

GOLD® Interrater Reliability
Certification

A/ COURSECATALOG | CDA/GENERALCOURSES | ENGLISH / CDASUBJECTAREAS

= [® Develop Enter Search Term Q @deme,ﬁilli-nsamkr!v Logout

A/ COURSECATALOG / CDA/GENERALCOURSES |/ ENGLISH

|I|
L

Assessment ccoF/ect chil Leadership

11 Totaltems 8 Totslitems 26 Totalitems

&

Curriculum Activities CDA Subject Areas

21 Totalitems 8 Collections

Start the process today! CDA CDA CDA CDA
v 9 9 O
CDA/General Courses Teaching Strategies Courses
1 a i
5 Collections
1aTotaltems STotalitems M taltems STotalitems
CDA CDA CDA CDA
7 i ¢
aTotatems “Totaitems ot tems oot tems
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CDA Coursework (120 hours)

Quorum

by TeachingSirategies’

‘Quorum eLearning Courses by CDA Subject Area

(As of June 2026)

PDF
CDA Resources

D

‘Quorum by Teaching Strategies |

Associote Credantia (OO requred to comp ciock na yor. caation,
N 10 noUTS In ech oT ekght suCject areas ; coursemre o ar
Quarm courses are ltad below by COA SUEJECt alea
P 120 heurs of €0A g, with n fawer than ,
tronsarlpt for your CDA portfalla To view the . Flease sce i
artice/How to-Acc ess-Your-Guorur nscript
ubject Areal
Examples: Safety, firet ald, health, nutrition, space planning, materals, equipment, play
Course Hours/CEUs Completed
2 hours /.2 CEUs D
uration: 5 min & hours /.5 CEUs O
CDA Map and CDA Subject Areas by Course Content  fe Shours /.5 CEUs O
4 hours /4 CEUs D
g -
4 Learning Envirenment: How Classroom
LA o o
N
g Nourishing Preschoolers 2 hours /.2 CEUs D
Nourishing Healthy Eaters in Early Childhaod 2 hours /.2 CEUs D
Outdoor Leaming Envimnmant &hours /.4 CEUs O
Safe Sleep and Sweast Dreams for Infants 2 hours /.2 CEUs D
Safe Spaces and Places to Grow and Leamn Ihours /.3 CEUs D

Cursos de Quorum eLearning por Area Tematica de CDA
{A partir de cetubre de 2022)

Quorum

by TeachingSirztegies’

Solicttantes de la Child Develapmant Associate Cradential (CDA) estdn obligadss a cumplir 120 horas fo 12 CEUs) de educacisn de la
primera nfancia, con al menos 10 horas en cada una da las ocho éreas teméticas. Quorum ofrecs aproximadaments 180 horas da cursos
en linsa (124 en sspafiol) — con cursos nusvos y horas afiadidos < , pusde ver los curso de Quorum
snumerados por rsa temética de CDA.

Déjenos saber tan pronto haya completado las 120 horas requeridas para &l entrenamient da CDA, con al mencs 10 horas en cada una
d log 8 Greas tematicas. Para ssto, por faver vaya a wwwauermlsaming.com/help-desk/ y complets el formulario titulads "CDA Latter
Requsst”. Ls enviarsmes la carta ds confimmacién que s raquism par su portafolio.

Area Tematica 1de CDA”

un saguro Y

EJemplos: Seguridad, primeros auxlios, salud, nutricién, planificacién del espacie, materiales, equipos, Jusgos

Curso Horas/CEUs Terminado

Et ey 4 horms /4 CLe O
et b e e shors {302 O
‘Gomkoica gdmanas: prvencin de s adodes conkagioms 2harms 2Ceus O
bt s e e 3haurs p3CER O
B ot oy By L i Ao cr g Pepored & o f4 oL O
“;;,'.'Q.L’i“é’:!f&!:":ﬁ e e 2horm /2088 a
R T g GRS g

Total 21horas
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Process to Earn a CDA

CDA MAP GUIA PARA EL CDA

STEP I PREPARE PASO I PREPARARSE

PORTAFOLIO
PROFESSIONAL PROFESIONAL
PORTFOLIO

wmin & mon nesre.
‘appacanon

Dot do & mases antes
‘o seiktad

“Tamar sl ursa Flanifiada

0 bulld your pertfolo

Cuestons” Contact your
‘i neter COA Caunss.

< “Cuceum sl o pusda
B i o vl curso
FaniNaador dot COA
~auorum oam e
whin e COA Fiannar
o an.

STEP 3: DEMONSTRATE

PASO Z: SOLICITAR PASO 3: EVIDENCIAR

o APROBAOON 0F LA
SOUCTD & SOUICITUD COMPLETA POR
L CONCILID
COUNCIL APPROVRL OF 4 *
nPrlII:FnT 10N COMPLETED AFPLLATION e e
& FEE e
i I
c.
S

VISITA DE
VERIACACKN DEL COR
COA VERIFICATION VISIT :

Quorum

Quorum
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Portfolio Support

Quorum Table of Contents Q@ ofFf ) Tumasdoon

eLearning or off here.

This is an overview of the topics that will be covered in this course.
Select the buttons below to continue to each chapter.

‘ Chapter 1: Welcome

‘ Chapter 2: 5 Steps to CDA Credential

‘ Chapter 3: Competency Standards and Subject Areas

‘ Chapter 4: My Preparation Plan

‘ Chapter 5: Resource Collections and Reflection

‘ Chapter 6: Home Stretch

‘ Chapter 7: Council Decisions

‘ Chapter 8: Final Steps to Earn Your Certificate

Mot Started Incomplete Complete

L1 P~ 1.
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Other Resources

Your CDA Learning Path
3 MoreDetalls @)
83% COMPLETED

o ————

)] | , «"I
Your CDA CDA Coursework ur CD.
Joumey Tracker

COURSE COURSE
Details Browse Details Launch

Your CDA
Portfolio

COURSE
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CDA Learning Path: Sample Components

= Quorum

by TeachingSirategles’

" Q, (@) welcome,

illion Gansler! v Logout

CDA® Process

LEARNING PATHS

Awilzble

All

vioeo v
"Welcome to Your CDA Learning Path!

® Compiets | Dur:

Watch me FIRST!

By

Browse

i
, =
Your CDA Learning Path

i i Select piay to expiore the GDA process.
Tip: There are many resources and additionsl guidance in the CDA
o completeyour COA!
hepdietiesiar brompiets L CO Competency Standards books. To purchase the baok for your setting and
Ty age group, go to CDACounci.org. You wil need items from this book at CDAMap

various points on your CDA journey.

Taking the E

ur CO sourmay Thissarms prov 3
e opprtants fo el wi e Cano J = :
o pgress mdcaled on vourLesenena Fatn : The CDA exarm 2 e 15 Shine rons Anowbedn of P CDA compttersy sIsEmds I rou s Compheied 450
Need more information? Select beioi: A bl h§ Bl ours wokng wh chirwm. 120 hours of roMsson eOucalon. 800 Seveionsd B CDA it yse
o1t e S 60W 10 AT YD A88¢ APAR] 841 130 BHNCH N8 B6CK BXAT3n 13 /BT 5 48 2409 . B crsensis inouiedgs ed wipesence Got b e, 500 you i be ready 5 ks e s
- Vour COA Jourmey: How D Yo Fest -
- m 8 3 mpcrtard part f e Crecenbameg procens It 4.8 orvy o pueca o evacence Tt e
1 finished my 120 hours with Quorum. [Whatis my deadline for getting my CDA? [l Rview tho CDA Map ‘ o % o semben Thes .20 Sesate s Sutoet ¥ s 0 £ 8 embed geies o
The COA sion i computer based and completad B 8 Soigasied sclbusicad shs
Ineed o find a PD Specialist to do my I'm having technical problems with a - [ eerepu— poct e fght bulbe A gt
CDA Verification Visit. ‘Quorum course. x o A =

& Gomie Gliam

| want to buy a CDA Competency b Aie you 1980y 10
Ineed to schedule my CDA exam. foi iy {” ol the Conwersation o =]
Who decides which Quorum course |

: ™ I =l
I have a question about my portfolio. T { \ Got Suppurt

1failed 2 Quorum course and want to Who is responsible for tracking my
retake it. training hours?

(<] Quorum

Quorum
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CDA in The Hub

[ R—

the Hub o o (a

Make Documentation Effortless with the SmartTeach

Mobile App! o
Chelsea Roden in General Forum 2 days ago

#® Discussion

Tired of juggling paperwork and endless notes? The SmartTeach Mobile App is here to
simplify your day! Easily capture observations, link to curriculum, and submit directly

Gillian cansler to Teaching Strategies .. Show more
MabamaDepartment of #uman Resources
T W Like (6) 2 replies
the Hub o g T
Profile Completeness . : the s Forums (2 G
AC  Angslica Castro 1 minute ago # Most Recent T

That's the same thing that's happening to me; the app isn't working very

well -~ Angelica Castro Washington DC ----
0 0 - iew reply

Contributions Threads

Search

explore Move

Added 06

et
SUPPOF Links ons7 = -
f | Escomeatiembay = All Content 75 42 results found for "cda with filters applied SortBy: Relevance v
E Support Webinars ! == e R
[ et I Blogs 4
| e day. e =l = Discussion Thread 2 N
Product Tutorials in Quorum i s & e Complete Product T ——— CDA @ TshaTata
————— p_— : , I )
|| Question oftheDay. T e Tutorials and IRR ) ®  Sce matching posts in thread - CDA..| have a question for those i
g Contribute to The C it Il wearing || comtwescpansnmybeatt ||| By il Library Entries &
ontribute to The Community st ciapes e U | e - oo
| i | & L
4 Other 4
— [ |{Lofae Srtsp | LangeGrowp .
B3 chompions Program e e (The Suggestion Box ) © csarmonds 1
|| R _
I"""" ‘,mmmmé:;:"‘ I CDA portfolio Ciscussion Thread 13 Lo
| oo L . s — Cuoiguet
. . ez The Learning in Action more sitrers o st s Conprie S
Updaates from Teaching Stategies b

o ouean
13[ = R (e Library

oA View Forum

> Content Type

> Community

> Author CDA Book List Discision Thiead 2 ° _—
@ See matchi
> Formal Tags Added
® 2con ;
> User Tags
> Created
CDA Month in The Hub Discusion Thread 4 ‘
Sokcado
®  See matching posts in thread - CDA Month in The Hub..- Are you w.

Added 07-31-2023
® 2cpA 2 CoAMonth View Forum
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Questions?????

CONTACT:

gillian.g@teachingstrategies.com

©TeachingStrategies 2025, All Rights Reserved
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