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THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (P¢dB)L. 104

The purpose of this information collectiontiee application for CCOEnds and provides
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information is estimated to average 200 hours per response, including thefom

reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the
form. This is a mandatory collectionioformation (Pub. L.11X3.86), and 42 U.S.C 9858.

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required tormeésppa
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, unless it displays a currgntialid OMB control number. The OMB # is 097104

and the expiration date is XX/XX/XXXX. If you have any comments oallégdsian of
information, please contact ACF Office of Child Care.

¥

"

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan

for
Alabama

FFY2022¢ 24
This Plan describes the Child Care and Development Fund program to be administered by the
state orterritory for the period from 10/1/2021 to 9/30/2024, as provided for in the applicable

statutes and regulations. THeead Agencias the flexildity to modify this program at any time,
including amending the options selected or described.
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For purposes of simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions of applicable laws printed herein
are sometimes paraphrases of, or excerpts and incomplete giooisfrom,the full text. The

Lead Agencgcknowledges its responsibility to adhere to the applicable laws regardless of these
modifications
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Introduction and How to Approach Plan Development

The Child Care and Development &{@CDF) program provides resources to state, territory,
and tribal grantees that enable Ieimcome parents to work or pursue educationdatraining so

that they can better support their families while at the same time promoting the learning and
developmen of their children. The CCDF program also provides funding to enhance the quality
of child care for all children.

TheCCDFPlan is hovstates and territories apply for CCDF fundi@88E (a)andis the primary
mechanism that the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) uses to determine state and
territory compliance with the requirements of the law and rg®8.16) ACF acknowleds that

in the FY 2022 2024 Plan, states and territoriesay still be operating under approved waivers
related to the COVH29 pandemic and where appropriate plan responses should reflect the
approved waiversThe CCDF Plaallowsstates and territorieso describetheir implementation

of the CCDF prograand itis organized intdhe following sections:

1. Define CCDF Leadership and Coordinatitth Relevant Systermend Funding Sources
2. Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education

3. Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Familie

4, Ensure Equal Access to Child Care forlbmameChildren

5. Establish Standards and Monitoring Procegedsnsure the Health and Safety of Child

Care Settings

6. Recruit and Retain a Quadifl and Effective Child Care Workforce
7. SupportContinuous Quality Improvement
8. Ensure Grante®rogram Integrity and Accountability

These organizational categories reflect gmalsof an integrated system of child care for low
income working familiesAlthough the Plan is divided into sections fopoeting and
accountability purposes, ACF encourages Lead Agencies to approach the Plan itattngss
integrated manner. The intention is that grantees and the federal government will be able to
use ths information to track and assess progress, deiee the need for technical assistance
(TA), and determine compliance with specific requirements.

Citations

ACF recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish policies, such as state
statute, regulations, administrative rules, orlfmy manuals or policy issuances. When asked to
provide a citation in the CCDF Plan, Lead Agencies should list the citation(s) for the policy that
clearly identifies and establishes the requirement and gdiiws theLead Agencto enforce
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the requirement. Lead Agencies may list multiple sources as needed to cover all types of
providers receiving CCDF (e.g., policies for licensed providers may be established in licensing
regulations and policies for licerssexempt providers may be in subsidyeas).These citations

are intended to provide documentation to support the requested information but not replace
requested responses or descriptionSomplete answers must include citations, responses, and
descriptians.

CCDF Plan Submission

States and tartories will submit their Plans electronically through the AQB electronic
submission site. The AQES site will include all language and questions included in the final
CCDF Plan Preprint template approved by @ffice of Management and Budget. Feanote
that the format of the questions on the AQHES site could be modified from the Word version
of the document to ensure compliance with Section 508 policies regarding accessibility to
electronic and informatiotechnology for individuals with disdiies.
(Seenttp://www.section508.gov/for more information.)

In responding to questions, states and territories are asked to provide brief, specific summaries
and/or bulet points only with specific languagigat responds to the question. Do not use tables
or copy and paste charts, add attachments, or paste manuals into the Plan. All information and
materials developed to support CCDF implementation and information tegdan the CCDF

Plan are subject to réaw by ACF as part of ongoing oversight and monitoring efforts.
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1 Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant SystechBunding
Sources

11

111

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program inleschAencyand the entities
and individualsvho will participate in the implementation of the program. It also identifies the
stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and whd_#eed Agencygollaborates

with to implement serviceRespondents are sked to identify how match and maintenee-of-
effort (MOE) funds aresed Lead Agencies explain their coordination with child care resource
and referral (CCR&R) systems aedcribe their efforton their disaster preparedness and
response plang suppot continuity of operations in responge emergencies.

CCDF Leadership

The Governor of a state or territory must designate an agency (which may be an appropriate
collaborative agency) or establish a joint interagency office to represent the state ootgrais

the Lead AgencyThelLead Agencggrees to administer the progmain accordance with

applicable federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan, including the assurances
and certifications appended hereto (658D; 658E(&(1) 98.16 (g) Note: An amendment to

the CCDF State Plan is required if tlead Agncychanges or if théeead Agencyfficial

changes.

WhichLead Agencis designated to administer the CCDF program?

Identify theLead Agencyr joint interagency office designated byet state or territory. ACF will
send official grant correspondence, sugs grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan approvals,
and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (652D¢(h98.16(a)

a. Lead Agencyr Joint Interagencpffice Information:

Name ofLead Agency:labama Department of Human &nirces

Street Addressi0 N. Ripley Street

City:Montgomery
State:Alabama

ZIP Code36130
Web Address fotead Agencyvww.dhr.alabama.gov

b. Lead Agencygr Jont Interagency Official Contact Information:
Lead Agenc®fficial First Nameslancy
Lead Agenc@®fficial Last Name3uckner

Title: Commissioner
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Phone Number(334) 2421162

Email Addressilancy.buckner@dhr.alabama.gov

1.1.2 Who is the CCDF Aihistrator?

1.2

Identify the CCDF Administrator designated byltkad Agencythe dayto-day contact, or the
LISNBR2Y SAGK NBaLRyaAoAfAdGe FT2NJ FRYAYAAGSNRARyY3
send programmatic communications, such as program ameements, program instructions,

and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than

one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for admiriggehe CCDF program,

please identify the GAdminstrator or the person with administrative responsibilities and

include his or her contact information.

a. CCDF Administrator Contact Information:
CCDF Adinistrator First NameBernard
CCDF Administiar Last NameHouston
Title of the CCDF Adnmtrator: Administrator for Child Care and Workforce Development

Phone Number(334) 2421427

Email Address3ernard.houston@dhr.alabama.gov

b. CCDF CGAdministrator Contacinformation (if applicable):
CCDF GAdministrator First Nametemifer
CCDF GAdministrator Last NameZonnell
Title of the CCDF @aministrator:Division Director
Phone Number(334) 3534101

Email Addressennifer.connell2@dhr.alabama.gov

Description of theRoleof the CeAdministrator:Responsibilityfor the Office of Child Care
Subsidy andhe Office ofEarly Head Stai€hild Care Partnershgp

CCDF Policy Decision Authority

ThelLead Agenchias brad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate

(i.e., implement activitis) the CCDF program through other governmental -governmental,
or public or private local agencies as longhesLead Agencyetains overall responsibility for
the administration of the program (658D (&hd 98.16 (d)(3) Administrative and
implementaion responsibilities undertaken by agencies other thanltkad Agencynust be
governed by written agreements that specify timeitual roles and responsibilities ofeéh.ead
Agencyand other agencies in meeting the program requirements.
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1.2.1 Which of the followmng CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set or
established) at the state or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF progiesn
and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated locally) or whitidner
CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as counties or workforce boards
(98.14d)(1)). Check one.

'H a All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory level.
If checked, skip to question 1.2.2

3 b. Some or all program rules and policies are set or established by local eatities
agencieslf checked, indicate which engs establish the following policies. Check all
that apply.

i.  Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are getb:

?

n  State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to enter text.

n  Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe thigibility policies the local entitfjes)
can setClick or tap here to enter text.

n  Other. DescribeClick or tap heréo enter text.

ii. Slidingfee scale is set by the:

B. Local entity (e.ggounties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe thkding fee scalpolicies the local
entity(ies) can setClick or tap here to enter text.

A C.Other. DescribeClick or tafhere to enter tet.

n  A. State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to enter text.
i

iii. Payment rates and payment policies are set by the:

A. State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to enter text.

S 5

B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). |
checked, identify the entity andescribethe payment rates anghayment
policiesthe local entity(ies) can setlick or tap here to enter text.

n  C. Other. DescribeClik or tap here to enter text.
iv. Licensing standards and processes are set by the:

A. State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to enter text.

S 5

B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). I
checked, identify the entity and describe the typdioénsing standards and
processeshe local entity(ies) can seClick or tap here to enter text.
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A
a

C. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

v. Standards and monitoring processes for liceegempt providersre set by the:

e - B}

A

A.
B.

C.

State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to entéext.

Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe ttygpe ofstandards and
monitoring processes for licensxempt providerghelocal entity(ies) can
set. Click or tafhere to enter éxt.

Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

vi. Quality improvement activitiesincluding QRI&re set by the:

S 59

=

A.
B.

C.

State or territory Identify the entity Click or tap here to enter text.

Local entity (e.g., couigs, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the typeqoflity improvement
activitiesthelocal entity(ies) caret. Click or tap here to enter text.

Other.DescribeClick or tap here to entéext.

vii. Other. List and describe gother program rules and policies that are set at a level other
than the state or territory levelClick or tap here to enter text.

1.2.2 TheLead Agenciras broad authority to operate (i.dmplement activities) througlother
agencies, as long as it retains overall responsibility. Complete the table below to identify which
entity(ies) implements or performs CCDF services.

a. Check the baofes)to indicatewhich entity(ies) implement or perform CCDF services.

Local Community

CCDEead TANF | government based
CCDF Activity Agency agency agencies CCR&R | organizations
Who conducts
eligibility n N N N H
determinations?
Who assists parents
in locating child care H 7 7 H H
(consumer
education)?
Who issues H 5 5 5 5
payments? " " " "
Who monitors - . . . .
licensed providers? " " " "

10| Page



DRAFT FY202D24 CCDF PREPRINT $©&ERONBUBLIC COMMERERIOD

Who monitors
licenseexempt H
providers?

Who operates the
qualityimprovement
activities?

i B
i 1]
5}
= 5}

e ]
i B
5
i 2
T

b. Other. List and describe any oth&ate or erritory agencies opartners that implement or
perform CCDF services and identify their responsibilities.ead Agency contractsith
Conduent State and Local Solutions to issue payments through direct deposit to the child care
LINE GARSNDE oyl | 002 dzy

1.2.3 Describe the processes thead Agencyses tooversee andnonitor CCDF administration and
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported aiol/2.1 and
1.2.2(98.16(b)) In the description include:

1  Written agreementsNote: The contents of the written agreement may vary based on
the role the agency is asked to assume or type of prdjatimustincludeat a minimum
the elements below98.11(a)(3)).

0 Taxksto beperformed

0 Scheduldor completingtasks

0 Budgetwhichitemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF
requirements

0 Monitoring and auditing procedures

0 Indicators or measures to assess performance of those agencies

1 Any other processe® oversee and monitor other agencies.

Thelead Agencegnters intocontracts with Child Care Management Agencies (CMAS) and Quality
Enhancement Agencies (QEAS) to implement responsibilities of the CCDF program.
Budgets are created based on funding allocations and targets established by each agency
on the intended audiere. Tasks to be performed and the schedule for completing tasks
are outling in the individual contractSCMAs determine eligibility of families seeking
assistance and provider registrations for participating programs providing care for eligible
families. The CMAs undergo a yearly Improper Payment Review to monitor policy
application and child care awards and paymentbe QEAs submit quarterly reports that
collect data and review program performance. Technical assistance asitieovisits are
provided toboth the QEAs and CMAS to monitor contract complian€emprehensive
Regional QEAs also serve as Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies and assist parents
in locating child care.
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1.2.4 Upon requestand to the extent practicable and appropriate, Lead Agesoiustensureany
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for whicfad
Agencyor other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made availablertputhie
agencies. This includes public agencies in aitates, for their use in administering child care or
related programs (98.15(a)(11)). Assure by describing howehd Agencynakes child care
information systemsd.g.,subsidy, registryand QRISystems) available to public agencies in
other states.The Lead Agencinformation and Technology Division oversees the systems where the
Lead Agency ihe owner of the code and software. Requests are forwarded to the division for response.

1.2.5 Lead Agrcies must have in effect policies to govern the use aadasure of confidential and
personally identifiable information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and
child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)). Certify bipuhestireLead Agendy a
policies related to the use and dlssure of confidential and personally identifiable information.
The use and disclosure of confidential information is described ihd¢lel Ageng@a LJ2f A OA Sa |
procedures for the Child Care SidysProgram and in contracts with vendors implementing
services on behalf of theead AgencyPolicies dictate that all records are confidential and are
not subject to public use or inspectio@nly the appropriate staff is to have access to case
records and such access is restricted to the appropriate $tafttioning in their official
OF LI OAGASAD &! LILINRBLINAFGS adGlF¥F¢ YShkyaxr SEOf dzaa
services, for, or on behalf of, a parent and does not include staff in geriére use of social
security numbers is voluntaygndbenefits are not denied or withheld for failure of the parent
to provide a social security number. Pseudo numbers are used in place of the SSN when not
supplied by the client. The eligibility system will automatically generate a unique identifier in
lieu of a social security number.

1.3 Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan

ThelLead Agencis responsible for developing the CCDF Plan, which serves as the application for
a 3year implementation period. As part of the Plan development prodesadAgencies must
consult with the following:

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local government
(658D(b)(2); 98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments
are defined by the U.S. Census at
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts def
3.pdf.

(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Education and Care
(pursuant to 642B(b)(1)(A)0f the HeadStart Act) (658E(c)(2)(RE8.15(b)(1))
or similarcoordinating body pursuant t88.14(a)(1)(Vvii).

(3) Indiantribe(s)or tribal organization(syvithin the state. Thisconsultationshouldbe
donein a timely manner and at the option of the Indiiibe(s) or trbal
organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)).
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Consultatiorinvolvesmeetingwith or otherwiseobtaininginput from anappropriateagencyin
the development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide
services under the CCDF pragras describedh questionl.4.1.

1.3.1 Describe thd.ead Agend@y & O 2 y &ffirtsin thé dezelpment of the CCDF Plhiote:
Lead Agencies must describe ingc. consultation efforts with required partners listed in Rule
and Statute. ACF recognizestttizere is great value in consulting with other entities and has
providedelementd. for Lead Agencies to identify consultatiefforts with other agencies or
organizations.

a. Describe how thé.ead Agencgonsulted with appropriate representatives of general
purpose local governmentgiput on the State Plan was requested from local government agencies.
Correspondencaas sent to the League of Municipalities and the Association of County Commissions
of Alabama requesting input on the CCDF Plan from thembegship

b. Describe how thd.ead Agencgonsulted with the State Advisory Council or similar
coordinating bodyThelLead Agencinet withits/ KA £ R/ I NE / AGAT Sy Quhich/ 2 2 NRA V|
aSNSa a (GKS 38y (va thadevkliprhent f the Rlatin Al RE1.THe dzy OA f
committee is charged with advising tihead Agencgn child care issues amdaking
recommendations for ongoing servicebhe committee waslsogiven a survey to complete in
assisting with the development of the plan.

c. Describe, if applicable, how theead Agencgonsulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal
organizations(s) witin the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the neesthfes to
conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, idiclg Tribal leadership.
Many states andtribes have consultation policies and procedures in place
The ParchBand of Creek Indians is the federally recognized tribal organization in the state. The tribal
organization is represented on theead Agene @aild Care Coordinating Committee and participated
in the survey for plan input.

d. Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on the development of the
CCDF PlaimheLead Agencgreateda survey instrument seeking inpfrtom gakeholderson the
state plan development. The survey was sent to local government aggertibalorganization,
advisorycouncil members, child care advocacy growbsld careproviders and parents participating
in the Child Care @bsidyProgram

1.3.2 Describe the statewide or territorwide public hearing process held to provide the filwith
an opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan
(658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)). Reminder: Lead Agencies are required to hold atneamiblic
hearing in the state or territory, with sufficient statewide or territeryde distribution of notice
prior to such a hearing to enable the public to comment on the provision of child care services
under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum, this dpon must include:

a. Date of the public hearingune9, 2021
Reminder: Must be noaslier than January 1, 20, which is 9 months prior to the October 1,
2021, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held, please enter one
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date .9, the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any hearing date that
demonstrates this requirement).

Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified inay 19,

2021

Reminder: Must be at least 2alendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If more
than one publidhearing was held, enter one date of notice (getlge date of the first notice,

the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).

How was the phlic notified about the public hearing? Please include specific websiteflinks i
used to provide noticeotice of the hearing was advertised in Alabama's eight largest newspapers.
The notice advised of the date and location of the public hearing. Téoreathe notification process,
notice of the public hearing was sent to thead Agencs 67 county offices, Child Care Management
Agencies, and Quality Enhancement Agencies to facilitate broad access by theThésie agencies
gave notice of the hearg through communication with parents and providdrstters were sent to
statewide provider associations within the statémail notification and the draft plan were sent to
members ofLead Agend® advisory groupthe Child Caré A (i AGo&dm@tiagCommitee. Members

of this advisory group were asked for thémput on the documentNotice of the date and location of

the public hearing was posted on thead Agendy &ebsite

Hearing site or method, including how geographic regions of the staterritory were
addressed. The hearing was held virtually through the Zoom platform. Participants had the
opportunity to call in or join via the internetAlso, he public noticeadvisel that written comments

could be accepted by mail or email acohtact information was provided in the notice.

How the content of the Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public
hearing. (e.gthe Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)
The draft plan was postehthe Lead Agendpd ¢ So6aA (S FT2NJ GASHGAY I LINA2NI G2
How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration reggritie
provision of child care services under this PlanBlic comment will be reviewed and changed wil
be made should the agency believe the comments can be implemented according to current policy.

1.3.3 Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted famal Plan, any Plan amendments, and
any approved requests for temporary relief (i.e., waivers) puldichilable on a website

(98.14(d)) Pleasenote that a Lead AgencynustsubmitPlanamendmentswithin 60 daysof a

substantial change in theead Agend®d@ LINR AN} Y® 6! RRAGAZ2Y I Ay T2 N)VI

https://www.acf.hhs.goYocc/resource/pi200901.)

a.

Provide the website link to where the Plan, @lgn amendments, and/or waivers are
available. Note: A Bh amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is
posted is changedvww.dhr.alabama.gov/childare/ under More Information

Describe any other strategies that thead Agencysesto make the CCDF Plan and Plan
amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe the
strategies below, includingny relevant website links as examples.

Working with advisory committeeBescribeLeft blankintentionally

A
n Working with child care resource and referral agenddescribe:
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Left blankintentionally

i Providing translation in otheahguagesDescribeLeft blank intentionally

n  Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email). Describe
Click or tap here to enter text.

i Providingnotificationto stakeholderge.g.,parent and family groupgrovidergroups,

advocacygroupg. DescribeLeft blank intentionally

i Working with statewide afterschool networks or similar coordinating entities forafut
school time.

n  Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Coordination wth Partners to Expanéiccessibility and Continuity of Care

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the

extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with programs operating at
the federal, state/territory and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This

includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and children in fosef{2&14(a)(1)).

Descrbe how theLead Agencgoordinates the provision of child care services with the

following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled
in early childhood programs in receiving fdély senices that meet the neeslof working

families (658E(c)(2)(0); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate with over the nggtgs to expand
accesdility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in
receiving fullday services.

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as:
9 extending the day or year of services families.
1 smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they age safaool.

1 enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through
schoot agechildren.

linking comprehensive services to children in child care avdekge settings

devebpingthe supplyof quality carefor vulnerablepopulations(asdefinedby the Lead
Agency in child care and owtf-school timesettings.

a. ThelLead Agencis required to coordinate with the following agencies. Provide a description
for how coordination occurred.
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Appropriate representatives of the genegairpose local government, which can include
counties, municipalities, or townships/towns. Describe tberdination goalsprocesgs,
and resultsTheLead Agencizas met with locaEconomic Development Agencies about creating
access tgyuality child careand creating opportunities for families to join tkehild careworkforce
Discussions have been haldncerning thedevelopmentof child care options for families in need
of nonttraditional hours, worksite child care services, and extended day servigesrhployees

that work more than eighthour days.Thel ead Agencglsocoordinates with local municipalities
and cities to identify local government expenditures on child care thatbeacertified as CCDF
match. This identification of expenditures assisis Lead Agencin meeting the match
requirement to access all available federal funding.

State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or similar coordinating body
(pursuant to 642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act). Describedbedination goals
processesandresults The Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education (DECE) houses the
work of the State Advisory Council through the Children's Policy CouddharHead Start

Collaboration Office. Thieead Agencprovides services to extend the day for children in-Rrand

Head Start programs. Thead Agencgollaborates with the DECE to implement practiesed

coaching in thé.ead Agendy Barly Head Staxt Child Care Partnershipogram

'H Check here if théead Agenchas official representation and a decisinraking role in the
State Advisory Council or similar coordinating boliyian tribe(s) and/or tribal
organization(s), at the option of individual tribes. Describe the coordinajpals procesgs,
andresults, including which tribe(s) wa@svere)consulted:

Thetribal organization in Alabama is the Poarch Band of Creek Indians. The Lead Agency makes
training and professional development opportunities available to child caititiee servingribal
families. All child care programisicluding those serving tribal familiegceive training calendars from
the regional Quality Enhancement Aggrtlcat serves their county. The regional Quality Enhancement
Agencies also list traingnopportunities on theaiindividual websites. The PoarBand ofCreek Indians
serves on théeadAd S v Eari@idead Stad Child Care Partnership (E8EPProgramGoverning
Committeeandthe] SR ! BRPPOEBHE o062R&5> (KS aAtiKg\CorRmitled NE / A G A T

A N/At Check here ifttere are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the
State.

State/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for children with special needs, including
early intervention programs authorized under the Individuals with Dig@s Education Act

(Part C for infants and toddlers and Part B, Section 619 for preschool). Describe the
coordination goa, procesgs andresults A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was

established between DHR, the Alabama Head Start Collabor@ffare, the Alabama Department of
Rehabilitation Services Division of Early Intervention and Children's Rehabilitation Services, and the
Alabama State Department of Education Special on June 10, 2013. The purpose of this MOU is to
strengthen the ability bthese agencies to work collaboratively in identifying and serving children with
disabilities from birth to age five and helping their families establish formal linkages with Part C
providers and local education agencies.
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v. State/territory office/directa for Head Start state collaboration. Describe the coordination
goals procesgs, andresults The Head Start State Collaboratiffice is housed within the
Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education. The State Collaboration Director servesum vario
committees for the CCOEead Agencyincluding the Child Care A (i A Go&din@tiiy Committee and
the Early Head Staffhild Care Pamership Governing Committee. The coordination has led to shared
services between Head Start, child care andlprsuc as coachingraining, the crossector use of
curriculum and assessment tools, and technical assistaBoerdination with the Head &it State
CollaborationOffice helps thel ead Agencgoordinate the implementation of child care initiatives that
impact Head Start and child care providersthe Lead AgendY Barly Head Stai€hild Care
PartnershipProgram

vi. State/territory agency responsible for public health, including the agency responsible for
immunizations. Describe the coordination gog@ioceses andresults
TheLead Agencgoordinates with the Department of Public Healthhis agency coordination
provides statewide support to child care programs serving all age groups of children. The Department
of Public Healththrough the Healthy Chil@are Alabamanitiative, providesfirst aid training and CPR
certification, healtheduca®y | YR a2fdziAz2zyad NBfIFGSR (2 2NJFFFSOGA
evaluation community child care needslembers from the Alabama Department of Public Kealso
serveonthdead Agend@ & /| KAf R /I NB [/ AGAT SyQa / 22NRAYIFGAY3 [ 2

vii. State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce development.
Describe the coordination goalsrocesgs andresults TheLead Agenciias met with local
Economic Development Agencies about creating access to quality child care and creating opportunities
for families to join thechild careworkforce. Discussions have been held to develop child care options
for families in need of notraditional hours, wek-site child care services, and extended day services
for employeeshat work more than eighthour days.

viii. State/territory agency responsible for public education, includirekindergarten(PrekK).
Describe the coordination goalsrocesses andresults TheLead Agencgoordinates with the
Alabama Department of Education to provide quality extendest services for schoalge children
through grants awarded to Local Education Agenckamds target rural areas and lgyerforming
school sites. The goal tifis program and agency coordination is to integrate strategies that enhance
the quality of care in extendeday child are settings and increase the availability of quality out of
school programsTheAlabama Department of Early Childhood Educationspaasible for the public
Prekindergarten for the state and coordinates with the lead agency for exteddgdservices for
before and after school care. Programs participate in the Child Care Subsidy Program to offer
assistance to families participatingtime program.

ix. State/territory agency responsible for child care licensing. Describe the coordination goals
procesgs andresults The Lead Agency is the also the state agency responsible for child care
licensing.Thisenables the Lead Agencytiwe identify of eligible providers and reduces the amount of
additional documentation requested from providers. Thigi¢@ of Child Care Licensing conducts all
Health and Safety monitoring Wis for CCDF providers.

X. State/territory agency responsible for tt@hild and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and
other relevant nutrition programs. Describe the coordination goalscesgs andresults
Left blank intentionally.
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xi. McKinneyVento state coordinators for homeless education and other agencies providing
sevices for children experiencing homelessness and, to the extent practicable, local
McKinneyVentoliaisons. Describe the coordination gogleocesgs andresults
The Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE) houses the MeKente\StateHomeless
Program Coordination efforts have resulted training on Subsidy Program eligibility and sezsior
city and county homeless liaisons and training for Child Care Management Agencies and Quality
Enhancement Agenciesd in the development of priority eligibility policy for homeless families.

1 {[59 KIFa NBLINBEA&SY il GhidZs Céndinaiing SommiidesichmakEsy O & Q a
recommendations to théead Agencyon the array of child care services offered by tkad Agency

Xii. State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Fa(midiéd-)
program.Describe the coordination goalgrocesgs, andresults
The Lead Agency is also the state agency for TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) services.
The Child Ga Services Divisiarbordinateswith the FamilyAssistance Divisiomwho administers
TANFEto provide priority for care for children of families participating in the TANF JOBS (Job
Opportunity and Basic Skills) program. Services are offered throughraatefestemthereby reducing
the need for famiks to attend multiple interviews to assess eligibility. The goal is to provide priority
access to child care for families participating in the program to enable the recipients to engage in work
and/or training activities.

xiii. Agency responsible for Medicdidy R G KS aidl 4SS / KAf RNByQa | SIf iK
the coordination goalgrocesgs andresults The Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH)
21LISN) 1Sa GKS aiGlk GSQa ook (ABPSaf@maberlolhe Laaigentyyza dzNJ> y OS
Child Car¢ A i AGo&dginating Committee and provides input to thead Agencgn CCDF policy
throughout year. The Lead Agency partners with the ADPH to implement Healthy Child Care Alabama,
which providesnurse health consultant services anddith and safety traiimg to child care providers.

xiv. State/territory agency responsible for mental health. Describe the coordinafiats
procesges andresults Lead Agency ThelLead Agencglso a founding mendr of First 5 Alabama
which serves as the Alabama Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health, a professional
association to support increased competencies for child care and other service providers to address
you childre® 38 Y S v (i I f d séctalfeofi¢hal devdlogment.

xv. Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer education organizations, and
providers of early childhood education training and professional development. Describe the
coordination goés, procesgs andresaults: The CCDF Lead Agency contracts with nonprofit
communitybased agencies to administer eligibility servifsthe Child Care Subsidy Progrand
quality enhancement servicemcluding training and consumer educatiorhe Lead Agency's
relationshipwith these local agencies has allowed for expansion of resources in the child care arena
and allowed for blending of local, private and public funding to support child care initiaintkso
increase quality

Statewideafterschool network or other cooidating entity for outof-school time care

(if applicable). Describe the coordination gogloceses andresults The Leadigencyis a
memberof the statewide afterschool network associatiand has contracted with Truman Pierce
Institute of Auburn Uiversity to provide training and guality standards for afsehool programs. The
LeadAgencyalso coordinates services with Alabama Department of Education providing grants to
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selected afterschol programs for activities to increase guality in those pewgs. A representative
from the Truman Pierce Institute is a member of thead Agend@®d / KAt R /I NS [/ AGAT Sy Qa
Committee.

xvii.Agency responsible for emergency management and resporseribe the coordination
goals procesgs andresults Thelead Agencyas collaborated with State and Local Emergency
al yI3SYSyid ! 3SyOAasSa GKNRdzZAK GKS +38Sy0eQa RSaAdyl G
Emergency Preparedness Plan and to provide training and technical assistance to child care providers
on the cration and implementation of disaster preparedness plans.

b. The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide
services. Check which optional partners the Lead Agency coordinates with and describe the
coordinaion goak, processesnd results

'H i. State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Sta@hild Care Partnership
grants. Describethe Lead Agency is the state grantee for the Early HeadGhéd
Care Partnershiprogram The CCDF prograhasaligned.its eligibility policies withthe
EHSCCHRProgramto better meet the needs and streamline the eligibility process for
FrYyAateoa StA3IA6ES YR NBOSAGAY I aSNDA

'H ii. State/territory institutions for higher education, including coranity colleges.
DescribeThe Lead Agency coordinates wikie Alabama Community College Systen
of two-year colleges to provide scholarships for child care providers to obtain a
credential, certificate, Associafedegree,or Bachelo® degree through tke T.E.A.C.H
and Leadership in Child Care Scholarship (LICC) Progranmesigh collaborative efforts
of the Lead Agency, Quality Enhancem@gendes,and Community Collegea child
care resource library is housed at three communityemmls. Thdibraries arepartially
staffed by Child Development and Early Care and Education students at the colleg

iii. Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early
childhood and schoedge/youth-serving developmental services.
DescribeClick ottap here to enter text.

o ]

N iv. State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal
and Child Home Visitation programs grant. Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

n v. Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic,
and Treatment Program. Describ@&lick or tap here to enter text.

'H vi. State/territory agency responsible for child welfare. Describe:
The Lead Agency is also the agency for Child Welfare services. Program
coordinaion allows for Protective Service anddter Care families to
receive piority for child care servicesChild Welfare staff provides
trainingon child abuse and neglect detection and prevention to child care

providers.
'H vii. Provider groups or associations. Describe:
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Provider groups and assiations are active members on the Lead

| 3Sy O& wa / /A K AGoEgmatitGommittee. The ongoing
coordination provide knowledge othe Lead Agend @olicy related to
child care issug allows ongoing input from the prowed community into
the provision of CCDfeinded servicesand provides awareness and
training on new child care initiatives implemented by the Lead Agency
that can be shared with the associatidig-large membership.

r vii. Parent groups or organizations. Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

ix. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

i ]

Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF MatdmagViaintenancef-Effort
Funds

Optional Use of Combined FunB8satesand territories have the option to combine CCDF funds
with anyrequiredprogram in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal,
state, and local levels for children in preschool programs, tribal ehilghood programs, and
other early dildhood programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities,
children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(O)(ii)).

Combining funds could include blending multipleding streams, pooling funds, or layey

funds together from multiple funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants,
toddlers, preschoolers, and scheae children and families to allow for the delivery of
comprehensive quality care thateets the needs of children and farasi For example,
state/territory agencies may use multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to
programs to deliver services; a state/territory may allow a county/local government to use
coordinated fundingstreams; or policies may be in pladet allow local programs to layer CCDF
funds with additional funding sources to pay forfdily, fullyear child care that meets Early
Head Start/Head Start Program Performance Standards or state/terftelindergaten
requirements in addition to staféerritory child care licensing requirements.

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children whagit#esfor

both programs. In fact, theoordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working dayl,dalendar year comprehensive

services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space,
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services
are provided (Policy and Program GuidancetlierEarly Head StactChild Care Pamerships:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf im_ohs 15 03.pdf
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1.5.1 Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any prografieslident
in 1.4.1 (98.14(a)(3))?
A No(If no, skip to question.5.2)
'H Yes. If yes, desbe at aminimum:
a. How you defingt O2 Y 0cAKYSS ¢ ISy 0e RSTAYSE a02YoAySe |
different streams to allow for the delivery of comprehensive, kigiality child careservices.
b. Which funds you wiltombine? The Lead Agencydembining CCDF and Early Head Start
Funds through thé.ead Agend Barly Head Stai€hild Care Partnershiprogram
c. What is youmpurpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such asiéixig
the day or year of services available (i.e.-day, fullyear programming for working
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning qoékigrvices,
linking comprehensiveservicego childrenin child care or developirgthe supply of child
care for vulnerablgopulation® Note: Responses should align with the goals,
processes and results describe in 1.41he purpose is to increase the level of guality for
infants/toddlers in partnering child care centers and @liire homes to ensure that
comprehensive services areibg provided to enrolled families. The goal is that child care
programs will increase the level of quality provided to all children in Early Head Start and non
Early Head Start families
d. Howyouwill be combiningmultiple setsof funding,suchasat the state/territory level,
local level, prograntevel?Funding is allocated at the State Level. The Lead Agehothithe
CCDEeadAgencyand the grantee for the Early Head Stétild Care PartnerghProgram
e. How are the funds tracked andethod ofoversightThe funds are tracked through the Lead
Agency) BEinanceDivision and monitoring is conducted by state level program specialists. The
Department of Human Resources (DHR), the Lead Agency ceeadesract and budget for each
program patner agency. Contractual agreements are revieweddoglandfinancial staff.
Invoices for expenditures are submitted monthly and reviewed by a program specialist against
budgets, verifying the number of childreserved and line item detail accuracy. RHregram
Specialist assigrithe correct financial reporting code based on the type of expenditure. Invoices
are submitted to the Finance Division for additional review against budgets, contracts and
financial repating codes before payment is authorizedcorrect invoices are returned for
correction. Correct invoices are submitted to the State ComptrQli&ificdrwhere additional
audit and review is conducted. Monthly reports of expenditures are created fromd¢heunting
system general ledger to showtéd costs and program expenditures allocated to each program
area and reporting code.

1.5.2 Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF matching
and MOE requirements described in.88(e) and 98.55(h)? Check all that apply.

Note: Lead Agenesthat use Prekindergarten funds to meet matching requirements rehetk
Prekindergartenfunds and public and/or private fundsUse ofPreK for Maintenance of Effort:
The CCDF Final Rule clasifthat publidPreK funds may also serve as maintenanteffort
funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will coordiffe¢ and child care
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services to expand the availability dfild care while using publRrekindergarterfunds as no

Y2NB GKFIY Hn LISNOSydG 2F GKS adlrasSqQa 2N GSNNAG2
matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expendituf@eifoservices are used to

meet the maintenanceof-effort requirement, the state/terriory must certify that it has not

reduced its level of effort in fullay/full-year child care services (98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)).

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: DonatedSuo not need to be

under the administrative control dhe Lead Agency to qualify as an expenditure for federal
match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the
donated funds given to public or private digs to implement the CCDF child care program
(98.55(f)).

a. N/At The territory is not required to meet CCDF matching and MOE requiramer

f

'H Db. Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funi
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds; stat
Iterritory -specific funds (tobacco tax, lottery), or any other public funds.

i. If checked, identify the source of fundsate of Alabama funds

n c. Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matching funds requirement.
private funds received by the digmated entities or by the Lead Agency may be
counted for match purpaes (98.53(f)).

i. If checked, are those funds:

i A. Donated directly to thestate?
A B. Donated to a separate entity(iedpsignated to receive private donated
funds?
ii. If cheked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entitiesignated
to receive private donated fund€:lick or tap here to enter text.

'H d. State expenditures foPreKprograms are used to meet the CRxbatching funds
requirement. If checked, prodé the estimated percentage of the matching fund
requirement that will be met withPrekindergarterexpenditures (not to exceed 30
percent):The estimated percentage of matching fund requirement is 30%.

i. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of timatching fund
requirement, describe how thstate will coordinate its
Prekindergarterand child care services:

The CCDF Lead Agency makes professional development training
initiatives, including scholarstgpavailable to PHK staff. The Lead
Agency povides wraparound care during the school year and gy
services during school breaks and holidays for children in StatK Pre
sites, LEA P+K sites and Head Start Piesites when these sites do not
offer full-day services. Thieead Agencyand the Aabama Department of
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Early Childhood Education (DECE) ahency responsible foPre-K,

conduct training opportunities that can be accessed by staff in all child
care sectors.TheLead Agencgnd DECE have interagency agreements to
coordinate on severgrojects includingethe delivery of education and

child development services f&iHSCCP sites and coaching for EHSP

staff. .

Describehe LeadAgencyeffortsto ensurethat Prekindergarten
programsmeetthe needsof workingparents:

I £ I 60 ¥daréent & Early Childhood Education Feénitiative operates
1,238classrooms with enrollment for approximatel,677four-yearold
children The initiativeuses a variety of strategies aimed at serving families
and childrenjncluding collaborating ith other entities to provide services in
various provider settingsncluding Head Start, public schools, private child
care centers, faithbased centers, community based centers, antleged
universities, thus more effectivelneeting the needs of woikg families
within these communities. The Lead Agency provides varapind care during
the school year and futlay services during school breaks and holidays for
subsidyeligiblechildren in State PHK sites, LEA Pi€sitesand Head Start
PreK siteswhen these sites do not offer fullay services. This allows for full
day services to et the needs of working families.

'H e. State expenditures faPrekindergarterprograms are used to meet the CCDF
maintenanceof-effort requirements. If checked,

Assure by describing how the Lead Agency did not reduce its level of effort
full-day/full-year child care services, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) 28d5(a)(6).
Thelead Agencinakes assurance that its level of effort has not been reduced as
services remaiin place to assist and coordinate services ViAtieK providers and staff.
Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure fhegkindergarterprograms
meet the needs of working parents:f | 6 I YI Q& 5S1J NI YSyi
Education Pre initiative operatesl,238classrooms with enrollment for approximatel
18,6 77four-yearold children The initiativeuses a variety of strategiesmed at serving
families and children, including collaborating with other entities to provide services
various prwider settingsincluding Head Start, public schools, private child care
centers, faithbased centers, community based centers, aolieged universities thus
more effectively meeting the needs of working families within these communities. 1
Lead Agencprovides wrapgaround care during the school year and{ildly services
during school breaks and holidays fubsidyeligiblechildren inState PreX sites, LEA
PreK sites and Head Start PKesites when these sites do not offer fddy services.
This dlows for fullday services to eet the needs of working parents.

Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with
Prekindergarterexpenditures (not to exceed 20 percent):

Estimate percentage of matching funds requirement is 20%
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iv. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describ
how the state will coordinate itdrekindergarterand child care services to
expand the availability of child caréhe CCDF Lead Agency makes professional
development trairing initiatives, including scholarships, available to-Rrstaff. The
Lead Agency provides wrapound care during the school year andidly services
during school breaks and holidays subsidyeligiblechildren in State PHK sites, LEA
PreK sitesand Heal Start PreK sites when these sites do not offer fdHy services.
ThelLead Agencgnd the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education (DECE
the agency responsible for@K , conduct training opportunities that can be accesse
by staff inall chil care sectors. Theead Agencand DECE have interagency
agreements to coordinate on several projeaisluding the delivery of education and
child development services f&BHSCCP sites and coaching for EHEP staff

n f. The same funds are used to meet at least some of the CCDF MOE and TANF !
requirements.

i. If known, what percent of funds used to meet CCDF MOE also is used to r
TANF MOE requirements?

PublicPrivate Partnerships

Lead Agencies arequired todescribe how they encourage pubjicivate partnerships among

other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, fadled organizationbusinesses

or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or commuinétyed orgarzations to
leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among providers to pool
resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF expects these types
of partnerships to leverage public and private resourcesitther the goals of the CCDBG Act.

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage guibliate partnerships to
leverage existing child care and early education sem@®ery systems and to increase the

supply and quality of child carers&es forchildren younger than age 13, for example, by
implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)).
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Identify and describany publieprivate partnerships encouraged by the Lead Agency to
leverage public and private resources tother the goals of the CCDBG Act. Include in the
response any publiprivate partnerships that have emerged from the response to the CQ¥YID
pandemic(98.16(d)(2)pnd if applicable, how those partnerships will be continued post
pandemic The Lead Agenapllaboraes with the Alabama Partnership for Children (APC), a private non
profit agency, to fund the TEACH Early Childhood Program. This program, along with the Lead Agency's
relationship with22 community colleges, has allowed for increased training and eduatmpportunities

for providers. An ongoing relationship with th€hild Care Resource Cengégrd Employer Child Care

Alliance promotes an increase in the number of corporate partners that support quality initiatives in child
care. Many of the local agenes funded by the Lead Agency to implement Quality initiatives are
developing private partnerships to supplement funding for quality activities and to maintain sustainability
of quality services.

Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a eystetworkof local or

regional child care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the
extent determined by the state/territory, by a statewide public or privata-profit,
community-based or regionally based, lead child cersource and referral organization (such as
a statewide CCR&R network) (658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52).

If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional CCR&R
organizations supported by those funds must, at the directiothefLead Agency:

1 Provide parents in thetate with consumer education information concerning the full
range of child care options (including falthsed and communitpased child care
providers), analyzed by provideincludingchild careprovidedduringnontraditional hours
andthroughemergency child care centers, in their area.
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9 To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the
families support andssistance to make an informed decision about which claite
providersthey will useto ensurethat the familiesare enrollingtheir childrenin the most
appropriate child care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality
(as determind by the Lead\gency).

1 Collect data and provide informath on the coordination of services and supports,
including services under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the Indswdtl@Disabilities
EducationAct

9 Collect data and provide information ongbupply of and demand for child care services in
areas of the state and submit the information to tktate.

1 Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith
based and communithased child care providers, to irase the supply and quality dfild
care servicefn the state and, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities
of the state Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through
CCDF98.52(b)).

Nothing in the satute or rule prohibitsstates from using CCR&Remgies to conduct or provide
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule.

Note:Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organizdésaiibewhat
services are provided arftbw it is structured Usesubsection7.5 to address theservices
provided by the local or regional child care resource and referral agemogetheindicators of
progress met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by qualigidet funds.

1.7.1 Does theLead Agency fund local or regio@€CR&R organizations?

A No.Thestate/territory doesnot fund a CCR&Rrganization(sindhasno plansto establish
one.

'H Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R organization(s) with all the responsibilities outlined
above. If yes, describe tliellowing:

How are CCR&R services orgartdedlude how many agencies, if there is a statewide
network, and if the system isoordinated ThelLead Agencgontracts with communitsbased
regional Quality Enhancement Agenci€EAs) to maximize the qualggrvices offered by child care
providers for childrermandfamilies in AlabamaQEAs services include: Training and technical
assistance to child care providenesource libraries, provider networks, mentoring,-site trainng,
distance learningprofessional development activities to assist child care providers in surpassing state
minimum licensing standagjobtaining credentials, certificates or degreeacauragng providers to
operate their programs with effective magament skills and business practicasd consumer
education to inform the public about quality child care andassist families in making informed child
care choicesEach of the QEAs aresponsible for maintaining current trends in child development
and make access available through their website, commuamty statewide events, and threphysical
location There are seven comprehensive regional quality enhancement agencies operating in nine
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regions. Regional agencies provideld care and referral seices to the public andervices to all
categories of providers within the region and on all quality tepic

Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan

In past disasters, and in response to the CGMIPandent, the provision of emergency child

care services and rebuilding and restoring of child care infrastreidtas emerged as an

essential servicd.ead Agencies are required to establish a Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan
(658E(c)(2)(U)). They must demaase how they will address the needs of childreimcluding

the need for safe child care before, duringdaafter a state of emergency declared by the
Governor or a major disaster or emergency (as defined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford
DisasteRelief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C15@#2)ugh a Statewide Disaster

Plan The effective datéor the establishment of this Statewide Disaster Plan was October 1,
2018.

Did you make any updates to the Statewide Disaster Plan since @@1B82021 CCDF Plan was
submitted?Please consider anypdatesi K & ¢ SNB YIRS & | NBadz i
experiences imespordingto the COVIEL9 pandemic(Note: It is a Lead Agency decision on

how often a plan should be updated and which entitieany§, should be collaborated with in

the updating process.)

'H No
A Yes If yes, dscribe theelements of the plan that were update@lick or tap here to enter
text.
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1.8.2 To demonstrate continued compliance with the required elements in the Stagedidaster
Plan, certify by checking the required elements included in the current State Disaster
Prepaedness and Response Plan.

'H a. The plan was developed in collaboration with fo#owingrequired entities

I T T I I I

i. Sate human services agency

ii. Sate emergency management agency

iii. Sate licensing agency

iv. Sate healthdepartment or public health department
v. Local and state child care resourardreferralagencies

vi. Sate AdvisoryCouncilon EarlyChildhoodEducatiorand Careor
similar coordinatindpody

b. The plan includes guidelines for thentinuation of child care subsidies.

c. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care services.

d. The plan includes procedures for the coordination of pisester recovery of chilc
care services.

e. The plan contains requirements fall CCDF providers (both licensed and license
exempt) to have in place:

H

H
H
H
H
H
H
4

i. Procedures for evacuation

ii. Procedures for relocation

iii. Procedures for shelten-place

iv. Procedures focommunication and reunification with families
v. Procedures for continuity of operations

vi. Procedures for accommodations of infants and toddlers

vii. Procedures for accommodations of children with disabilities

viii. Procedures foaccommodations of children with chronic medical
conditions

'H f. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer emergency preparednes:

training.

'H  g. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer practice drills.

28| Page



DRAFT FY202D24 CCDF PREPRINT $©&ERONBUBLIC COMMERERIOD

1.8.3 If available providethe direct URL/websitdink to the website where the statewide child care
disaster plan igosted https://dhr.alabama.gov/disasteand-emergencyresources/
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2 Promote Family Engageméimtrough Outreach and Consumer Education

2.1

211

Lead Agencies are required to sappthe role of parents as child care consumers who need

information to make informed choices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key

purpcda S 2F GKS //5.D ! 0OG Aa (2 AaLINRY20S Ay@2f 0SY!
developmentof KSA NJ OKAf RNBYy Ay OKAfR OFNB aSaidAay3aas o6
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the caite

assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites.

The target adience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents
receiving CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, chjdosaders.OCC
expects that Lead Agencies are using targeted strategies for each group to erilsueslta
consumer education informatiorn this section, Lead Agencies will address how information is
made available téamilies the general public and ddicare providerso assist them in

accessing highuality child care and how information is shat@d other financial assistance
programs or supports for which a family might be eligible. In addition, Lead Agencies will certify
that information on develomental screenings is provided and will describe how research and
0Sad LINI OG A OSa s deelogrentyhdludity theiKksbdaRaudal Q
development, ishared.

This section also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer educakisitew

that has been developed by the Lead Agency. Finally, this section addresses the consumer
statement that is provided to parents supported with CCDF funds.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, adminéstrati
rules, policy manuaj®r policy issuances. See the Introduction on pfm more detail.

Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with Disabilities

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to déeithie

participation of child care providers with limited English proficienuy ehild care providers

with disabilities in the CCDF program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies
and procedures to clearly communicate program inforimat such as requirements, consumer
education information, and eligibility inforation, to families and child care providers of all
backgrounds (81 FR 67456).

Checkthe strategiesthe LeadAgencyor partnersutilizeto provideoutreachandservicedo
eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check alhgudy.
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Application in other languages (application document, brochures, prowiutéres)

SE

Informational materials in nofEnglish languages
Website in norENglish languages

Lead Agency accepts applications at l@oeshmunity-based locations

I T T I I

Bilingual caseworkers or translators available

-~ o o o

Bilingual outreach workers

Partnerships with communitipased organizations

s @

Collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and Migrant Head Start

T T St 5

Homevisiting programs

Other.Descrile: Click or tap here to enter text.

S

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to
eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply.

n a. Applications and public informational matel$ available in Braille and other
communication formats for access by individuals widabilities

'H b. Websites that are accessible (e.g., Section 508 of the Rehabilitatipn

n c. Caseworkers witpecialized training/experience in working with indivalswith
disabilities
q d. Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities fartultiren

'H e. Partnerships with state and local programs and associations focused on disabili
relatedtopics andssues

n f. Partnerships with parent associatisnsupport groups, and pareti-parent support
groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) federally
funded Parent Training and Informati@enters

'H g. Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Paxtid:@a@nd
agencies

'H h. Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g., mental health, behaviore
specialists, therapists) to address the needs dftdltiren

n  i. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

2.2 Parental Complaint Process
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The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints availathie fublic on
request (658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also proetdeled description of

the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care
providers; the process for substantiating complainte manner in which the Lead Agency
maintains a record of substantiated parental coaipts; and ways that the Lead Agency makes
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98)193.34d)).

221 5SAO0ONRO6S (KS linegor sknildr r@@dying prérass tkradugh which parents can
submit complaints aboutlgld care providers, including a link if it is a \Wesed process:
.Parents may contact the lead agency child care licensing unit intake line to report complzontschild
care providersAll complaints are received and recorded by licensing claitd consultant. The consultant
receiving the complaint forwards the complainttfte appropriate assigned consultant as well as the
O2yadzZ (I yiQa ardzoiSvNEbinglezeNdisk askeSsmantsicdse for each complaint based on
the severity orisk of harm, the scope or how many children could be harmed, how long it will take for
KINYzZ FyR FFrOAfAGASAQ Odz2NNBy (i IlgeRedslaguideit S@St 2F 02
determining the timeframe in initiating the complaint investigati@ased on the score of each complaint,
the investigation could be initiated as soon as upon receipt, but not longer th&b Halendar days. The
supervisor will fornard the risk assessment score to the appropriate consultant. The final completion of
the complaint components must be completed within 30 days of assignment, unless approval is given by

GKS O2yadzZ GFyiQa adzZISNBAaA2NI i2 SEOSSR (KAa ALISOATFAS
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2.2.2 For conplaints regardingll providers, includin@CDF provideend nonproviders,describe tle
[ SR ! 3Sy0eQa LINROS&aa | yR (andi&pohdinéto dompding ONB Sy A
Describewhether the process includes monitorirand highlight any differences in processes for
CCDF and ne@CDF providend licensed and licensexempt poviders _For all licensed
providersand CCDF providersomplaints are received and recorded mehsing childtare consultant.
The consultant receiving the complaint forwards the complairth® appropriate assigned consultant as
wellasthecordzt G y 1 Qa & dzZLJISNIDAA2NIP ¢KS adzLISNBAaA2N) gAtf O2Y
complaintbased on the severity or risk of harm, the scope or how many children could be hahoed,
long it will take for harm, and facikit Scéireznt and past level ofaenpliance. The risk score will serveaas
guide in determining the timeframe in initiatine complaint investigatiorBased on the score of each
complaint the investigation could be initiated as soon as upon receipt, but not longer th&b I&lendar
days. The supervisor will forward the risk assessment score to the appropriate consulafinalh
completion of the complaint components must be completed within 30 days of assignordess
F LILINR @t A& 3IABSY o0& KS Sepefiieddiméfrayidi Q& & dzQSNB L R2 NINB 2
complaints are investigatthroughamonitoh y 3 @A aAd F2N 0KS adl dSQa YAyAyYd
Information is gathezd to determine the type of violations and determine if it needs to be reported to
the County Protective Service Unit for further investigation. Any violations that invokertieus
conditions are to be corrected immediatelyhen possible. If the provider is unable to correct the hazard,
the provider must submit a written plan of actiamn when and how the hazard will be addressed and
corrected. Other nothealth and safety wiations are discussed with the faciliti@spresentative andthe
completion date will be determined based on the nature of the violation. All corrections aifeedeior
completion by the consultant. This process is the same for all licensed CClideasednon-CCDF
providers.

For license exempt ne@CDF providers|laf the above complaint procedures are the safoewith the

following exceptionsticense exenpt providers are not investigatefdr minimum standards, but by the
requirements of the Child Care Safety Act. All hazards and safety concerns are discussed with th&facilities
representative and the faciliti€epresentative is encouraged to correctzzads. A plan of action is not
required from these providersior isthe consultant required to make a folleup visit.

After the investigation, all complaints and findings of the investigation are submitted in writing to the
local District Attorney for ftther investigation.
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Certifyby describinghow the LeadAgencymaintainsarecordof substantiatedparental

complaints Highlight any differences in processes for CCDF andC@iDF providers and

licensed and licensexempt providersAll complaintssubstntiated or unsubstantiatedregardless of
being fromparent orother individua) are documented in the ageBc(Taild Care Management System
(CCMS). This system maintains the nature of the complaint, the results of the investigation, the date the
complaint was received, the date the complaint was investigated and completedell as any other
agencyto whichthat complaint needed to be referredhis process is the same for CCDF and@ODF
providers and licensed and licensedempt providers.

Certify by describing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated parental
complaints available to theyblic; this information can include the consumer education website
discussed in sectidh3: All substantiated complaintsarepostedio the[ S R | #@ebsite™io &
includes all CCDF providers liaknsedproviders, andall license exempproviders This information may
found at dhr.alabama.gdehild-care

Also, parents may get information regarding substantiated complaints byg#étieChildCare Services
Divisior@toll-free intake line at 8866-528-1694.

Provide theOA G I G A 2 Y G2 GKS [ SIR ! EISY@rﬁaIbémplla.Dﬂtsf: AO& |yR
According tavlinimum Sandardsfor DaycareCenter/Nghttime Centers on pages 14,3 and 94the

following citations can be foundisits tocenterare made by representatives of the Department to

determine if minimum standards are met, to investigate a complaint and to offer consultation. The

licensee is informed of complaints of aléplicensing violations made to the Department against the
facility/licensee. Also, the licenseegntershall not be informd of the identity of the complainant by the

Department

Thecentershall notify parent(s)/guardian(s) of procedures for makingmamaint, including name(s) of
person(s) to contact.

Centersare required to post a public notice form which gives the address and toll free number of the
Department. In addition, it provides parents with information on how to make a complaint or obtain
information regarding substantiated licensing complaints aeder.

According to Minimum Standards fBamily Day Care Home/Family Nighttime Homes and Group Day
Care Homes/Group Nighttime Homes pages 14nd 79 the following citations can be found: vis to

the home are made by representative of the Department to determine if minimum standards are being
met, to investigate complaints and to provide consultation. Visits made to investigate a complaint shall be
madewithout prior notice. The licensee shae informed of complaints of alleged licensing violations

made to the Department against the licens@ée licensee shall not be informed of the identity of the
complainant by the Department.
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Homesare required to jpst a public notice form which givelse address and toll free number of the
Department. In addition, it provides parents with information on how to make a complaint or obtain
information regarding substantiated licensing complaints droee.

According tle Health and Safety Guidelines for Hies Participating in the Child Care Subsidy Program

and Health and Safety Guidelines for Excepted Facilities Participating in the Child Care Subsidy Program
on page 7 in both manuaglthe following citations canéfound: if an investigation indicatesn-

compliance with these Health and Safety Guidelines (deficiency), a deficiency report shall be prepared by
the Department. A deficiency report is prepared in conjunction with or subsequent to a visit to the/facilit
or after investigation of a complat regarding the facility.

Based on the Policy and Procedure Manual found onpagé ®B8S O2y adzf G y (i Q& & dzLIJSNIJA & ;
complaint based the following criteria: severity, scope, speed, and status. A risk score is assigned to each
complaint based roric scoring system. The score received is used as a guide to determine the timeframe

of the investigation. The timeframe to initiate an inspection following the receipt of a complaint is listed

below.

18-20 upon receipt

15-17 within 24 hours

12-14 within7 calendar days
9-11 within 815 calendar days
8 or less 185 calendar days

Consulants must receive supervisory approval to exceed the 30 day completion requirement. Approval
will be granted when there is reasonable cause to do so as determined bypleevssor.
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Consumer Education Website

States anderritories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and
when applicable, child care providers throughate website, which is consumériendly and
easily accessible (658E@)E)(i)(INand 98.33 (d) The website must inalie information to
assist families in understanding theS I R ! Boficieaddpéocedurecludinglicensing
child care providers. The website information must also include monitoring and inspection
reports foreachprovider, and the quality of eachr@vider (if such information is available for
the provider) (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide access to a yearly
statewide report orthe aggregate number afeaths, serious injugs, and the number of cases
of substantiated childfause that have occurred in child care settings.help families access
additional information on finding child care, the website must include contact information for
local child care and resource refermganizationslt must also include information dmow
parents can contact the Lead Agency and other organizations to better understand the
information on the website

To certify, respond to questions 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 by describing how the LeadyAgeets
these requirements and provide thdirect UR./websitelink to the consumer education website
in2.3.11.

Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after the
CCDF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plardarean

Descibe how the LeadAgencyensureghat its websiteis consumetfriendly andeasily

accessible(Note:While there is no Feder&CDIHefinition for easily acasible, Lead Agencies

may consider asily accessible websités be searchable, simple® navigate, written in plain

language, and easp understand): TheLead Agenc®@a ¢So0aA S YSSia pny O2YLXE A
accessibility and is consum&NA SYRf & & F LJIIINPPSR o6& (GKS ThedSyoOeQa Ly
website is simple to navigate, wieh in plain and understandable language and sergdarch functions.

Describenow the websiteensureshe widest possibleaccesgo servicedor familiesthat speak
languages other than Engli€8.33(a))The website is accessible in multiple langes. All

information on the website can banslated into different languages by clicking on the translation option
at the bottom of the webpage.

Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for pétsons
disabilities:Thewebsite is easily readable, in pldanguage, and is navigable with a minimum number of
clicks. The website meets compliance with the America Disabilities Act (ADA) in ease of access.

Providethe specific website links to the descriptions of thead AgecyQ @rocesses related to
child cae.
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A required component of the consumer education website is a description of Lead Agency
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a)(1)). This information includes a
description of how the state/territoy licenses child care, a rationate £xempting providers
from licensing requirements, the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of
providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks.

a. Provide thedirect URL/webge linkto how the Lead Agency linees chilctcare providers,
including the rationale for exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as
describedin subsection 5.2nhttps://dhr.alabama.gov/chilecare/licensinepverview/

b. Providethe diread URL/websitdink to the processes$or conductingmonitoringand
inspectionof childcare providers, as describedsaobsection 5.4
https://dhr.alabama.gov/chilecare/licensingoverview/

c. Provide thedirect URL/websitéink to the policies and procedes related to criminal
badground checks for staffiembersof childcareproviders as described in 5.5.2.
https://dhr.alabama.gov/chilecare/licensinepverview/

d. Provide the direct URwebsite link tathe offensesthat preventindividualsfrom being
employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as descripesstions5.5.4:
https://dhr.alabama.gov/chilecare/licensingoverview/

2.3.5 How does the Lead Agency podbaalizel list of providersearchable by zip codm its
website?

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed proR&G3 (a)(2) A

the discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as
either licensed or lenseexempt can be includedProviders caring for children to whom they

are related do not need to be included. The list of providers must be searchable by ZIP Code.

a. Provide the website link to the list of child care provideearchald byZIPcode
https://apps.dhr.alabama.gov/daycare/daycare _search

b. In addition to the licensed providers that are required to be included in your searchabile list,
aretherel RRAGA2Y I f LINPDOARSNE AyOfdzZRSR A¢ (KS
providers (pleaseheck all that apply)

H i. Licenseexempt centefbased CCDproviders
N ii. Licenseexempt family child care (FCC) C@iders
H iii. Licenseexempt norCCDIproviders

?

iv. Relative CCDF child careviders
v. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

=01

c. ldentify what informational elements, if any, are available in the searchable results. Note:
Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website but are
not required to be a part ahe search results. Check the box wheformation is provided.
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Provider Information Available in Searchable Results
License License
Exempt Exempt | License Relative
AllLicenseq CCDF CCDF Exempt CCDF
Providers | Center Family |NonCCIF | providers
based Child Care | Providers

Providers Providers
Caontact , , ¥ ) 3
Information H H d H d
Enrollment capacity A N 4 N N
Hours, days and months of H ¥ 5 5 5
operation n n n n
Provider education and training R N 4 N A
Languages spoken by the ¥ ¥ ¥ 5 5
caregiver n n N n n
Quiality inbrmation H n q N N
Monitoring reports H H § N A
Willingness to accept CCDF 5 5 5 5 5
certificates. n n N n d
Ages of children served H A A N N

d. Otherinformation included for:
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i. AllLicensed providersClick or tap heréo enter text.

ii. Licenseexempt CCDF centé&asedproviders.Click or tap here to enter text.
Licenseexempt CCDF family chidreproviders Click or tap here tenter text.
iv. Licenseexempt, nonRCCDF provider§ilick or tap here to eer text.

e & S S & S & -

v. Relative CCDF providefSick or tap here to enter text.

2.3.6 Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care provider for
whom they have this information. The type of information provided is determined éy.#&ad
Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a provider offers services that
meet Lead Agenegpecific best practices and standards or a nationmallpgnized, researeh
basedsetof criteria. Providerspecificquality information must only be postedon the consumer
website if it is available for the individuadovider.

a. Whatinformationdoesthe LeadAgencyprovide on the website taeterminequality ratingsor
other qualityinformation?

T

i. Quality rating and improvemerstystem

ii. National accreditation

iii. Enhanced licensingystem

iv. Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start PrograerformanceStandards
v. MeetingPrekindergartenquality requirements

vi. Schoolage standards, wherapplicable

vii. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

51 51 51 51 S i

b. For what types of providers are quality ratings or otheficators of qualityvailable?
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‘H i. Licensed CCDF providers. Describe the quafilymation:
Alabama Quality STARS, QRIS rating system awards a star at each level from one to five for
child care centers. National accreditation information is available for provetsneditedby
the National Association of Family Child Care (NAFCC) and the NAtssoeation for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
'H ii. Licensed notCCDF providers. Describe the quafifprmation:
Alabama Quality STARS, QRIS rating system awards a star at each level from one to five for
child care centers. Nationatareditation information is available for provideascreditel by
the National Association of Family Child Care (NAFCC) and the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
'H iii. LicenseexemptcenterbasedCCDIproviders.Describehe qualityinformation:
National Acreditation informaion is available for providers acatied by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
A iv. LicenseexemptFCCGCCDIproviders . Describehe qualityinformation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

n v. Licenseexemptnon-CCDIproviders.Describeghe qualityinformation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

A vii. Relative child care providers. Describe the qualfiyrmation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

n viii. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to entéext.

2.3.7 Lead Agenciesiust post monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education website
for each licensed provider and for each a@fative provider eligible to provide CCDF services.
These reports must includ@e results of required annual amitoring visits and visis due to
YI22NJ 4dz0adFyaGAl GSR O2YLIX IAyda lo2dzi I LINRBJARS
requirements and child care policies full report covers everything in the monitoring visit,
including areas of compliance andn-compliance. If the sta does not produce any reports
that include areas of compliance, the website must include information about all areas covered
by a monitoring visit (e.g., by posting a blank checklist used by monitors).

The reports must be in pialanguageor provide a frain language summanas defined by the

state orterritory, and be timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily
understood by parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies mus
post at least 3/ears of reports

Certify by responding to the questions below:

a. Does the Lead Agency p@gtheck one):
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‘H 1. Full monitoring reports that include areas of compliance and-campliance
A ii. Monitoring reports that include areas obn-compliance onlywith information

about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g.,
a blank checklist used by monitordlote: This option is only allowable if the
state/territory does not produce monitoring reportat include both geas of
compliance and nocompliance If checked, provide direct URL/websitéink to
the website where a blank checklist is postédick or tap here to enter text.
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b. Check to certify that the monitoring and inspection reports @hdecessarytheir plain
languagesummaries include:

‘H  Date ofinspection

'H  Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatatities
serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these healtlsafady
violations are prominently displayediolations are listed by date and incident type of
0KS LINPPARSNDA fIFyRAY3d LI 3ASo

'H  Corrective action plans taken by tete and/or child care provideDescribe
Click or tap here to enter text.

‘H A minimumof 3 years of resultsvhere available.

¢. How and where are reports posted in a timely manner? Specifically, provide the Lead
I 3Sy0eQa RSTAYAUAZ2Y 2F d&iGAYSt &ddodsyhimarRS a ONA 6 S
are posted within its timefime. Note: WA £ S [ SI R ! 3SyOASa Yl & RSTAY!
recommend Lead Agencies update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after
an inspection or corrective action is taken.

i. Providethe direct URLWebsitelink to wherethe reports are posted
https://apps.dhr.alabama.gov/daycare/daycare search

ii. Describe hovthe Lead Agencgtefines timely posting of monitoring reportsimely eportsare
considered reports that arsubmitted and approved by a supervisor prior to it being uploaded for
public review. Bports are to be posted within 10 days of approval of accuracyeofeport.

d. Monitoring and inspection reportsr the summaries must b plainlanguagego meet the
CCDEF regulatory requiremen(&3.33 (a)(4))

i. t NEOARS GKS [ SI R ldindadgladereracadSefickyfidfiiitiandiblair? F LI
language is the use of verbiage on each screeagdy to read and interpret. The general public may
email or mail the Lead AgencyCenter for CommunicatieRublic Information Officer for
questions, conments orconcerns regarding the content found within the site or other public
relation issues.

ii. Describe how the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain
languageMonitoring and inspection reports show a summary of all violatians easily readable,
and understandable for public use.

e. Describe he process for correctingdtcuracies in report®98.33 (a)(4))
Reports are reviewed for inaccuracies prior to them being uploaded to the website for Rieyv.
discrepancies found edrwards are immediately corrected.

f. Describe lhe process for providers to appeal the findingseports. Description of the
process should include the time requirements and timeframes for:
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1 filing the appeal
1 conductingthe investigation

1 removal of anyiolations fromthe websitedeterminedon appealto be unfounded.

An aggrieved person nmgquest a fair hearing in the following situations: the application

for initial license is denied; the application for renewal of a license is denied; the

applicaton for initial license or renewal of a license is not acted upon within reasonable

promptness identified as 60 days of receipt of all information; and if a license is

suspended or revokedCCDF providers may appeal the findings to terminate participation
the Child Car&ubsidy program as a result of noncompliance findings in a Health angl Safe
monitoring visit. Providers must request the hearing within 60 days of the action to
terminate participation.

g. Describe the process for maintaining monitorengd inspectiorreports on the website.
Specifically, provide the minimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for
removing reports (98.33(a)(4)(iv)he Lead Agencpostsreports for three years plus the current
fiscal year. The systensedfor displayingeportswill automaticallyremove and archive reports that
are beyond the required timeframe.

2.3.8 Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse that have
occurred in child care settings each year must bstedby LeadAgencien the consumer
education websitg¢98.33(a)(5)) The serious incident aggregate data shaaldude information
about any child in the care of a provider eligible to receive CCDF, not just children receiving
subsidies.

Thisaggregatanformationon seriousinjuriesanddeathsmustbe separatal by categoryof care
(e.g.centers, family child care homesnd inrhome car¢ and licensing status.e. licensed or
licenseexempt)for all eligible CCDF providen the state.Theinformationon instances of
substantiated child abuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing status.
Information should also includie total number of childrerregulated to be cared fdoy

provider type and licensing stat(81 FRp. 67477)so that families can view the serious

injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of abuse data in cofite&taggregate report should

not includeindividual providerspecific information onames.

a. Certify by providing:

i. The designateéntity to which chifl care providers must submit reports of any serious
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care (98.16 (ff)) and describe hdwedte
Agency obtains the aggregate data from #rgity. Alabama Department of Human
Resourcesffice of Child CarLicensing and FamiBervices Divisie@hild Abuse and Neglect Unit
receive this information from afiroviders (including licensexempt providers). The Lead Agency
requests thignformation from the entities to create the report.
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i. TKS RSTFAyAAARYIRTFOI SR JIOKAT R | 0dza S dequmntei®. 608 (KS
Under Alabama law, substantiated child abuse is "harm or threatened harm to a tleiédts or
welfare which can occur through nonaccidental physical or mentahingexuabbuse orattempted
sexual abuse; sexual exploitation or attempted sexual exploitation."”

ii. tKS RSTAYAGA2Y 2F daSNR2dza AyedNEE dzaSR o0& (K
Any injury requiring professional medical treatment of any child or aaff person whileat the center
or during away from the center activities

b. Certifyby checking below that the required elements are included in the Aggregate Data
Reporton serioudncident datathat have occurred in child care settings eachryea

H i. the total number of serious injuries of children in care by provider
categoryl/licensing status
ii. the total number of deathsf children incare by provider category/licensing statL

iii. the total number of substantiatethstancesf child abuse inhild care settings
iv. the total number of children in care by provider category/licensing status
c. Provide the website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths,

and substantiated instances of child abuse are postegs:/dhr.alabama.gov/iwp
content/uploads/2021/03/FY 2@ederatreporting.pdf

2.3.9 The onsumer education website must include contact information on referrals to local child
care resource and referral organizations (98.33 (a)(6)). How does the Lead Agency provide
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education websiteib®andr
include a website link to this informatiomhelead Agencgrovides direct links to local CCR&R
agenciesn theLead Agend® & ¢ Suthtipa:/idi§r.alabama.gov/chilecare-quality-enhancement
agenciescomprehensive/

2.3.10 The consumer education websimust include information on how parents can contact the Lead
Agency, or its designee, or other programs that can help the parent understand information
included on the websit€98.33 (a)(7)). Describe and include a website link to this information:
Thepublic may access tHeead Agend®d 6 S0 aAGS G2 201 GS Ldad AynCaind & SNIIA OS
other programs such as child welfare, child support, and financial asséstenich are also part of the
Lead Agencwat https://dhr.alabama.gov/ The website provide a toll free contact numberctd! to Lead
Agency as well as an email link to communicate with the Lead Agency through emai

44| Page


https://dhr.alabama.gov/

DRAFT FY202D24 CCDF PREPRINT $©&ERONBUBLIC COMMERERIOD

2311t NP OARS GKS ¢So0aAidsS f Aydducatdnwebsie. Not& AR | 3Sy Oé Qa
amendment is required if this website changesps:/dhr.alabama.govehild-care

2.4  Additional Consumer and Provider Education

Lead Agencies are required to dgrtthat they will collect and disseminabeformation about

the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children,
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer
education website, the consumer educatioriarmation can be provided through CCR&R
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via infomsatésions or
intake processes for famili¢658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)).

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing:

2.4.1 How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public, and where
applicable, child carproviders about the availability of chiléue services provided through
CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such aPrelkitedergarten as
well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care services. AinaLmi,
describe what is provided (e.g., $umethods as written materials, the website, and direct
communications) and how information is tailored for these audiences._ead Agency contracts
with Child Care Management Agencies to provide eligilsdityices. These agencies also inform parents
of the application processlLocal Countfpepartments of Human Resources (that are an extension of the
Lead Agenqyinform parens of the availability of servicesCommunitybased Quality Enhancement
Agencies hip the Lead Agencwith outreach by providingnformation on the availability of services to
child careproviders. Licensing inspectors share information on the availability of servickiidacare
providers whqin turn, inform parents in their programs

2.4.2 Howdoesthe Lead Agency provide thiequired information about the following programs and
benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where applicable, pr&viders
Certify by describing for each program listed belaiva mnimum, what information is
provided, how tke information is providedandhow the informationistailoredto avariety of
audienceslincludeanypartners who assist in providing thiformation.

a. Temporary Assistance for Needy Famitiesgram:The Lead dency is also the state agency for
Temporary Assistance for NeeBgamilieS TANF) services. CCDF services are coordinated with the
TANF unit tgorovide priority care for children of families participating in the TANF JOBS (Job
Opportunity and Basic Skillsjogram. As a condition of theead AgendY éontract with regional
Quality Enhancemenigencies (QE}) information is shared with providers so that providers can link
familiesto other programs.OQutreach includes communityr parent newsletters and/obrochures
provided in resource libraries. The GEpAovidesa listing of local agencsesourcesincluding the
County Department of Human Resources, wiadministers he TANF program locally. Thead
Agencyincludes the brochre "Putting it TogetheiFORTHOSE WHO NEED US" in licensing application
packets. The brochure includegormation on allLead Agencgervicesincluding the TANF program.
Providers cashare the information with families through their family resourcea
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Head Start and Early He Starfprograms:The Lead Agency is the grantee of the Early Head-Start
Child Care Partnershiprogram TheCCDF program aligns eligibility witie EHSCCHProgramto

better meet the needs and streamline the eligibility process. The Department of Eaitdhood
Education (DECE)dssignated as the agengyhich houses thélead StarCollaboration OfficeThe
coordination between the Leaflgency and DECE brings g early childhood servicgegether
through shared trainingnd technical assistan@eross all child care sectors. As a condition of the
Lead AgendY éontract with regional Quality Enhancemehdencies (QE} information is shared

with providers so that providers can link familiesother programs such as Head Start and Early Head
Stat programs QEA conduct outreach through shared trainings opportunities aoednmunity
awareness programsead Agency

LowIncome Home Energy Assistance ProgflaidEAP)nformation is shared by the Child Care
ManagementAgenées(CMAseligibility workersand theQuality Enhancement Agencies (QEA3EAS
provide written information in resource areas and direonhsultation is provided to parents and the
public based on expressed nee@MAsduring the eligibility process, provide contact informatiamn f
local agencies operatinthe LIHEAP program based on needs expressed by the pareatUnited
WayAgency mantains the 21-1 Connects Alabama referral systeml-2 Connect#\labama is an easy
number to remember and dial for information on health amgman services organizatisin the
community. In local areas without direct accesstte LIHEAP agency, th@& directs individuals to
2-1-1 Connect Alabama to obtathe information. As a condition of the contract witbEAs
information isshared withproviders so that providers can link families to other progra®sitreach
includes providing information on &2-1-1 Connect Alabama referral system. Community Action
Agencies that administer the LIHEg#®grams are included in the list of servicés training on family
engagement, QEAsform providers of local resources that may be of interest to families.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Progré®NA°} The Lead Agency is also the state agency for
the SNAP Prograninformation issharedby the Qiild Care Management Agency (CMA) eligibility
workersand QualityEnhancement Agencies (QEASNAP informatiois also available on the Lead
I 3Sy O& Q aTheiéhd AganagBistishes the brochurealled"Putting it Together FOR THOSE
WHONEED US". ThHeochure has a summary of information and eligibility criteria for 8NAP
program and information on how to contact the agen&EAs maintain information about SNAP
services in resource areas that are accessilparents, providersand the public. OMAs provide
direct consultation to parents during the eligibility preseand ar@gequired to share the "Putting it
Together FOR THOSE WHO NEED US" brochupavdtiis. In manycounties CMAS are choused
in the localcounty Department of HumamResoures Officewith the local SNARvorkers,thereby
streamlining the processf sharinginformation. CMASs also direct individuals to thead Agend a
website where there is summary of eligibility criteria for the SNAP program and a link to thknen
application site. As a .

Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) progtafmmation is shared by the Child Care
Management Ageries (CMAs)Quality Enhancement Agenci€EAs andthe Lead Agencwebsite
These contact points, direct parents to tAdabamaDepartment ofPublic Health website or to local
Departments of Public Health located in eaclunty. The United Way Agency maintains thé-2
Connects Alabama referraystem. 2-1-1 is an easy number to remember and dialifdormation on
healthand hunan services organizatisin the community. CMAand QEAdirect parents to the 21-
1 Connects Alabama ftabtain the information on the WIC program.
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Child and Adult Care FoBdogram(CACFP)uformation is shared by the Child Care Management
Agendes(CMAS), Quality Enhancement Agencies (QEAS), the Lead Agency Child Caliedntaid
the Lead Agend avebsite.QEAs provide brochures and other writt@riormationin resource areas.
CMAs give direct consultation to parents during #ligikility process.Information is shared on the
different options at child carprograms, schoolsand summer feeding sitesAs a condition of thé.ead
Agency éontract with regionalQEAsinformation is shared with providers so providers can link
familiesto other programs. QEsAnaintain information on the CACFP program at the state lenél
the local sponsad prograns. QEAS also assist providers with understandirigrmation tha may be
needed for families to access the program through schoolgedlsas information to assist the child
care program to maintain eligibility with th@ACFPThe Alabama Department of Education is the
agencyresponsiblgor CACFP and doestreach and training with child care providers.

aSRAOIAR | YR MhdrarfcdRPXIrii@ - IP)hiSrhaforiiikshated by the Child
Care Management Ageies (CMAs) and thelLead AgencZhild Care Intake line. Thead Agency
publishes thebrochure"Putting it Together FOR THOSE WHO NEED US". The brochure has a summary
of information and eligibility criteria for the Medicaid program and information on howdntact the
agency. CMAs provide direct consultation to parents during the eltgipiilbcess and are required to
share the "Putting it Together FOR THOSE WHO NEEBr@hure with parents. CMASs can also give
information on where to locatdledicaid services in the parent's local region. The Child Care Intake
line staffmaintains dist of resource and services including information for contactingMieelicaid
Programand CGHIP Programinformation shared includes the phone number and webaddressAs a
condition of theLead AgendY @ontract with regional Quality Enhancemehdencies(QEAS)
information is shared with providers so that providers can link families togihegrams. Outreach
includes community or parent newsletters and/or brochuréke brochures include information other
state agency services including the Medtigarogramand CHIP PrograrRroviders can share the
information with families through their faily resource area.

Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 an€Part

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was established between DHR, thawddthead Start
Collaboration Office, the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services Digfdiaarly Intervention
and Children's Rehabilitation Services, and the Alabama State Department of Education @pecial
June 10, 2013. The purpose of this MiSltb strengthen the ability of these agencies to work
collaboratively in identifying and servirhildren with disabilities from birth to age five and helping
their families establish formal linkages with Part C providers and local education agencies.
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2.4.3 Describe how the Lead Agency makes information avaitalpparents, providers and the
general pullic2y NB&ASFNOK yR 06Said LINFOGAOSAE O2yOSNYyAy
physical health and developmemarticularly healthy eating and physical ad and
information about successful parent and family engagement. The description shouldeinclud

1 what information is provided

1 how the information is provided

1 how the information is tailored to a variety of audiencesluding:
0 parents
0 providers
o the general public

1 any partners in providing thisformation

Description TheLead Agencythrough agreements with regional Quality Enhancement Ager(€}&As)

and ChildCare Management AgenciéSMAS)provide written materials to parents,rpviders and the
generalpublici 2 Y1 1S AYF2N¥IGA2Y + @I At 6fS 2vyvelopBenii LINI OG A C
successful parenting and family engageme@hild Care Management Agencies provide brochures and
information on how toselect quality child care, parenting tips and referraQtBAdor more detail
servicesQEAgrovide community or parenmewsletters and/or brochures, community awareness
programs, child development materialgesentations to community groupandinformation on how to
recognize and choose high qualdlyild careb v 9 Isiar@pareritiriy #ip support on balancing work
andfamily life, health andgafety, the value of playndthe importance of early learning and early brain
development. The Lead Agencontracts with the Alabama Department of Public Health (AD&H)

provide nurse health consultant services to child carevters through the Healthy Chil@are Alabama
Program This Pogram supports ossite visits bynurse health consudints tochild care centers, homes

and related care providemss well agelephone consultation. The program links children, families and
child care providers witltommunity health resources and promotion of child health visits tor primary
health providersThe leal agency also provides funding for the Healthy Kids, Healthy Future initiative led
by Alabama Partnership for Children to reduce ginevalence of obesity in young children and focuses on
health and wellness.

2.4.4 Describe how information on the Lead Agén© a LJ2f A OA S & -&idotdhaNsRdA y 3 G KS 3
behavioral issues and mental health of young children, incluglirsifive behaviorakitervention
and support models based on research and best practices for those from birth to school age, are
shared with fanilies, providers, and the general public. At a minimum, include

what information is provided,
how the information is provided, and
how information is tailored to a variety of audiencesd

1
1
1
1 include any partners in providing this information.
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Description; The Lead Agency is a founding member of First 5 Alabama and serves on the advisory
committee for the organization. The missiohFirst 5 Alabama is to enhankealthy attachment
relationshps between childrenbirth to age fiveand the adults who carfor them through promotion,
prevention, and intervention supports throughout Alabama&sly childhood systemhis initiativefunds
five Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Specidissfmovide mental health services to families
throughout the state.ThelLead Agencin partnership United Cerebr&alsy of Huntsville and the
Tennessee Valley offers the CCERil@l Care Erhancement witha Purpose) initiative that provides free
inclusion training tachild careproviders statewideCCEP utilizes experienced teachers and therapists to
share simple, practical ways to waskth and include children with special needschnld cae centers and
family/groupchild carehomes. The program offera:curriculum with a multidisciplinary approach which
utilizesdevelopmentally appropriate practiceBee training funding for substitute teachers during
training; educationalkits; onsite consultation andechnical assistanceyorkshops andother resources

for assistanceThe Alabama Early Learning Guidelines (AELG) in@lodesns on seif

concept/emotional development and social development. The AEAGikable for parents anthe public
through theLead Agencwebsite.The AELG Credential includes training onstbiéconcept/emotional
development and social development domains included inghielelines Quality Enhancement Agencies
(QEAsInclude positive behavioral interventionstimeir training andtechnical assistance outreach to child
care providers. Theead Agend@ & I 3 NB SUAifed Gerebral Balsy of Huntsville and the Tennessee
Valley promotes the inclusion balthy social and emotional development and resilience incthil

care setting. The Lead Agency partners with Department of Early Childhood Edtcatimport the
Challenging Behaviors initiative. The initiative is designed to help parents and providers in assessing
behaviors of children in child care settingsreduce or eliminate expulsian
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2.5

birth to age5 in child careandother earlychildhoodprogramsreceivingCCDRunds(98.16(ee)),
includinghow those policiesare sharedwith families,providers,andthe generalpublic

¢tKS F2tf26Ay3 INB GKS [SIFR 38y 0eoa NRBQRIWnSoy RI (A 2y 3
programs receiving CCDF fundiBaspending or expelling young childidmes not prepareéhem to

succeed or enteschoolprepared to learn. This policy regarding the prevention of expulsion and

suspensions2 T FSNB ddzlJI2 NI G2 OKAfR OFNB LINPINI Yand& GSIF OKS|
emotional development growt and better equd children to succeed in all areasdevelopment. A

program must prohibit or severely limit the use of suspension or expulsion dutd f RQ& 0 SKI JA 2 NX
temporary suspension must be used only as a last resort in extraordiiranmstances where therés a
serious safety threat that cannot be reduced or eliminatedh®y/provision of reasonable modifications.
Prograns must develop and clearly communicate expulsion and suspension polidesilies and to
staff members. Written behavigoolicies shouldbe provided to familie®efore enrollment. Progras
must establish appropriate sociamotional and behavioral healtoromotion practicesand utilize
prevention and discipline practices as learning opportunitiedmizA RS OK A foRRE&sa@ & 0
shok R AyaidAiddziS 'y SINEI& AyiaSNIPSy A Dyssiblended iorz v a
additional services or teacher professional development. Programst create program discipline
procedure that provides specific quidanegardingthe steps that teachers and programs will utilize
when presented with challenging behaviors. Program must involve all program and teaching staff in
professional development oall domains of child development, appropriate expectations of young
children andredudng challenging behaviors and intervention models. Prognanmst consult community
behavioral health resources regarding challendiebaviorsand ensure all families and program staff
members are aware of resources availafaliefamilies. Programmust cor Y dzy A OF §S OKAf RNBy Qa
challenges and successestoth&k A f RQa FlF YAfedd / KAfRNBY akKz2dzZ R KI @S |
individual accommodations and supporiis information is shared with the families, prosid and the
generalpublidd y¥ 1 KS O2y&adzySNJ aidl 4SYSyid tAaidiSR 2y GKS tSIR

Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings

Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screewipgsents, the
general public and, when appdible, child care providerinformationshould include:

1 Existingesources and services that tetate canuse in conducting developmental
screenings and providing referrals to services for children who receive child care
assistance.

1 Lead Agencies muatso include a description of how a family or child care provider can
use these resources and services btain developmental screenings for children who
receive subsidies and who might be at risk of cognitive or other developmental delays,
which can inalde social, emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)).

This information about the resmces can include the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis,

and Treatment program under the Medicaid program carried out under title XIX of ttial So
Security Act and developmental screening services available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and
Part Cjn conducting those developmental screenings and in providing referrals to services for
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children who receive subsidiesead Agencies are requireal provide this information to

eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers througmg@nd education
(98.33(c))Information ondevelopmental screenings, as other consumer education information,
should be accessible for individuagh limited English proficiency and individuals with
disabilities.

2.5.1 Certify bydescribing:

a.

How the Lead Agncy collects and disseminates information on existing resources and
servicesavailablefor conductingdevelopmentakcreeningso CCDIparents, thegeneral
public, and where applicable, child care provid®&15(b)(3)).

Information is shared by the Child Care Managen#smndes (CM4As) and theLead AgencZhild Care
Intake line. CMA agencies share information onlttedp Me Grow Alabama and121 Connects
Alabama. The agencies connect familiebéalth and developmentaksources for children birth to
ageeigh ¢ KS fSIR I3Sy0OeQa FTdzyRSR AVAGAIFIGAGS 6A0GK
Alabama offers free developmental screening tygnts and child care providers.

The procedures for providingformation on and referring families and child careviders to
the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program unbiedivaid
progrant carried out under Title XIX thie Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 etsemil
developmentéscreeningservicesavailableunderPartB, Section619and PartCof the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 148d).et

Information is shared by the Child @dvianagement Agency (CMA) eligibility workensl the Lead
Agency Child Care Intake line. CMA agencies share information étethdvle Grow Alabama and 2
1-1 Connects Alabama. The agencies connect familibedtih and developmental resources for
children birth to age eight, including informatiosn EPSDT undéne Medicaid program. CMASs also
provide families with the Putting fogether FOR THOSE WHO NEED US brochure which has a
summary of informatiorabout the Medicaid program and information on howdontact the agency.

How the Lead Agency gives infornoation developmental screenings to parergseiving a
subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways it is provided,
and any partners in thisork. A partnership betwen theLeadAgency, the Alabama Partnership

for Children, theDepartment of Early Childhood Education, the Alabama Department of Mental Health
funds Help Me Grow Alabama. Help Me Grow Alabama connects families to health and developmental
resources so chiren, birth to age eightcan start school healthand ready to succeedlhe Program
receivescalls from families regarding a child's developmental concerns, &sessds & available
resources, and refarfamilies to services The program educates pfessionals aboutlevelopmental
surveillance & sciening while promoting access to services; the progedso develops relationships
within the communityand maintains an accurate list of locaésources.Child Care Management
Agencies (CMASs) give brochsrmen Help Me Grow to familiepplying for child are assistance.

How CCDF families or child care providers receiving CCDF can use the available resources and

servicedo obtaindevelopmentakcreeninggor CCDIehildrenat riskfor cognitiveor other
dewelopmentaldelays.A developmental checklist that can be used by parents or providers is
included as aesource in the Alabama Early Learning Guidelinesguilielines aravailable to

parents and the public on theead Agencwebsite atwww.dhr.alabama.govt KS f S R | 3Sy 0& Qa
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developmental screening to parents and child care providers.

e. Howchildcareprovidersreceivethisinformationthroughtrainingandprofessional
development.Through thel ead Agency agreement with Alabama Department of Public Health and
United Cerebral Palsy of the Huntsville and the Tennessee Valley training and teabsigaaice is
provided b child care providers on the resources available to obti@wvelopmental screenings,
recognizing children at risk of developmental delays, @gfidrral of children potentially eligible for
Alabama's Early Intervention System. QudiithancementAgenciesd v 9 ltr&réchild care providers
in the use the Developmental Checklist included in the Alabama Eeaitying Guideline&edential
Training

f. Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providirigrmationon
developmentakcreening. Child Care Subsidy Policies and Procedures Manual, Chapter 9, Section 3

2.6 Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or
electronically (such as referral to a consemeducation website) that contains specific
information about the child care provider they sel¢@8.33 d) Please note that if the consumer
statement is provided electronically, Lead Agencies should congiderieg the statement is
accessible to pards, including parents with limited access to the internet, and that parents
have a way to contact someone to address their questions.

2.6.1 Certify by describing:

a. Howand whenthe Lead Agency provides parents rece@CDF funds with a consumer
statementidentifying the requirements for providers and the health and safety record of the
provider they have selecte@arents receive consumer statements in a hard copy version in the
form of the pamphlets "Choosing Chil@gf in Alabama", 211 Connects Alabama, iRgtt Together
FOR THOSE WHO NEED US. These inform the parent of the varyingroggoiing the most
appropriate child care, what constitutes legally operating andiknsed care in Alabama and the
availablity of resources. Child Care ManagemeneAcies (CM#) provide all parents a parent
agreementwhich outlines their rights as a participant in the Child Care Subsidy ProgranPamdrdal
Choice statement The Parental Choice statementtlines the paent's right to choose among the
legallyoperating, including a statement that all subsigbarticipating provides have met health and
safety requiremensl YR g KSNBE (2 f 20F (S Thisinféryiatian i rovidei$oy O Qa ¢ S
the parent at application for subsidized child care and any timeeparent considers making a change
in the child care provider.

b. Certify by checking below the specific information provided to families either in bapg or
electronically.Note: The consumer statement must include the eight requirements listed in
the table below
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Health and safety requirements met by the provider
Licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider
Date theprovider was last inspected

Any history of violations of these requirements

Any voluntary quality standards met hyet provider

How CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal access

How to submit a complaint through the hotline

I £ T £ £ I I T

How to contact a local resource and referral agency or other commbaited
organization to receive assistance in finding andolling in quality child care

c. Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link &vaitdble.
left blank intentionally

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

In providing child care assistance to faes] Lead Agencies are required to implement these

policies and procedures: a minimum-f#nth eligibility andedetermination period, a process

G2 | 002dzydt FT2NJ ANNBIdzf I NJ F€ dzOldzr GA2ya Ay SI NYyA
are not disupted by program requirements, policies to provide for a job search of no fehaer

3 months if the Lead Ageyi@xercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the
graduated phaseut of assistance. In additiothe Lead Agency is alsagugred to describe

procedures for the enrollment of children experiencing homelessnedsitapplicablechildren

in foster care.

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond
12 months to align programequirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, statkooal Prekindergarten, and other collaborative
programs to finish the program year, similarly, parents enrolled in school can have eligibility
extended to allow parents to finish their school ye&his typeof policy promotes continuity for
families reeiving services through multiple benefit programs.

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and famiid®a

the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also
addressesthe doA OA Sa& GKIF G LINRPGSOG ¢2NyJAYy3 FrEYATASE |y
child care payment.
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Note: When asked for citations, responsas include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances. See the Introduction ordgagenore detail.

3.1 Eligible Children and Families

At the time when eligibility is detmined or redetermined, children must (i younger than

age 13; (2) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85 percentsbati@ median
income for a family of the same size and whose family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (as
certified bya member of said family); and (3)(a) residith a parent or parents who are working
or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to receive,
protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (8%&# (4)

98.20(a).

3.1.1 Eligibility criteria Age of children served

a. The CCDF program serves children fram (weeks/months/years) through2 years (under
age 13)Note:Do not include children incapable of sere or under coursupervision, who
are reported below in (b) and (c).

b. Does the ead Agency allow CCiided child care for children ages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are physically and/or mentally incapable ofcamié (658E(c)(3)(B); 658P(3))?

N No

'H Yes, andhe upper age i28 (may not equal or exceed age 19). If yes, provide the Lead
Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity:
Incapacity (or incapacitated) meaaghysical or mental condition which, based on the
conclusons of a licensed plsycian, psychiatrisbr psychologist, renders a pareimicapable of

providing adequate care fahe child or, in the case of a child, incapable of caring for himself or
herself.

c. Does the Lead Agency allow C@Dieled child cardor childrenages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are under court supervision ((658P(3); 658E(c)(3)(B))?

'H No
N Yesand the upper age iSlick or tap here to enter temay not equal or exceed
age 19).

d. How does the Lead Agency define the following eligfierms?

i. & NB a A R ATYehildnusdi r€sileYon a permanent basis with a parent waaeésident of the
state of Alabama, meaning the parent is in the state voluntarily with the intention of making
Alabama his or her home.

i. aAy f 2 0 2aduidlelNFs/Mithbudl€ndl custody or guardianship of the child: foster
parents of a childn legal custody of the Departmerand adults with whom the Department places
a child for Protective Service reasons.
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3.1.2 Eligibility critera: Reason for care

a. How does the Lead Agency define the following terms for the purposes of determining CCDF
eligiblity?

i. Definewhatis accepteds® 2 NJ Ay 3¢ O0AyOf dzZRAYy3I | OUABAGASA |
Employment for a minimum average of bhburs per week (either alone or in combination with a
job training or educational program) in any legally operating pt#dsusiness from which the
parent receives wages, salaries, commissions and tips equal to, or greater than, the federal
minimum wage

ii. Definewhatis acceptedlsd W2 06 UGN} AYAy3dé OS6AyOf dzZRAY3I I OGA DA
Enrolled in, attendingand satisfactorily participating in a job training or educational program,
(either alone or in combination with gainful employment, fom&imum average of 15 hours per
week.

iii. Define what is acceptedsd 9 RdzOF (i A2y ¢ O0AYOf dzRA Y Bment§:i A BAGAS:
Enrolled in, attendingand satisfactorily participating in a job training or educational program,
(either alone or in combination with gainful employment, for minimum average of 15 hours per
week). Students enrolled fuime in an educationabrogram, in accordance with thednii A (i dzi A 2 Y Q&
definition of fulttime are deemed to meet this requirement.

iv. Define what is accepteld aAttending (a job training or educational program) (e.g. travel
time, hours required for associated activities suclstasly groups, lab experiencegne
for outside class study or completion of homewotk)rolled in, attending and satisfactorily
participating in a job training or educational program, either alone or in combination with gainful
employment, for minimunaverage of 15 hours per week
b. Does the Lead Agency allow parents to qualify for CCDF assistarice basis of education
and training without additional work requirements?
‘H Yes
A No. Ifno, describethe additional work requirementsClick or tap bre to enter text.

c. Does thelead Agency provide child care to childveho receive, or need to receive
protective services?

A No
‘H Yes. Ifyes
i. PNPOARS GKS [SIFIR ! 3Syo0eé Qa rPRSdASEANidGALY 2F al
defined as serices provided to, or obehalf of, children in response to reports of alleged
abuse, neglect, or exploitatiorProtective services also include those participating in the

Lead Agendg EarlyHead Start Child Care Partnershipd parents employed in thhealth
care field orifrst responders.

ii. Note:Federal requirements allow other vulnerable children identified by the Lead
I 3Sy0e y20 F2NXItfte Ay OKAfR LINRGSOGAZ2Y
definition of protective services for CCDF purmose Lead Agency may elect to
provide CCDRunded chitl care to children in foster care when foster care parents
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arenotworking or arenot in education/training activities, but this provision should
be included in the protective services definition above.

iii. Are children in foster care considered to be in paiee services for the purposes
of eligibility at determination?

‘H No
N Yes

iv. Does the Lead Agency waive the income eligibility requirements for cases in which
children receive, or need to receive, protective services on alogsase basis

(98.20 (2)(3)(itM))?
A No
'H Yes

v. Does the Lead Agency waive the eligiactivity (e.g., work, job training, education,
etc.) requirements for cases in which children receive, or need to receive, protective
services on a cadey-case basis?

A1 No

‘H Yes

vi. Does the Lead Agency provide respite care to custodial parentsldfezhin
protective services?

'H No
N Yes

3.1.3 Eligibility criteriaFamily Income Limits

Note: The questiogin 3.1.3 relate to initial determination. Redetermination is addressed in
3.1.3,3.1.8 and3.2.5.
a. 126 R2S& GKS [ SIR ! 3k ypupdsedobehigibifitpat thelpgird@ Y S ¢ F2 NJ
initial determination?ncome is defined as the total gross monthigome of all family members.
b. Provide the CCDF income eligibility limits in the table belbtle time of initial
determination. Complete olumns {) and {i) based on maximum eligibility at initial entry into
CCDF. Complete columriig) @nd {v) only ifthe Lead Agency is using income eligibility limits
lower than 85 percent of the current state median income (SMI) at the initial eligibilit
determination point.If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, pleasemplete the
chart below ughg the most populous area of the state or territory (defined as the area
serving highest number of CCDF children) rshond to cbelow the tabé.
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(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)
(IF APPLICABLE (IF APPLICABLE
($/Month) (% of SMI)
Maximum Initial of - .
: ) [Divide (ii) by (),
0,

_ 100% of SMI 85% of SMI First Tier Income multiply by 100]
Family ($/Month) Limit (or Income Level i
Size ($/Month) | Mmultiply (a) by 0.85] Threshold) if Lows

Lowerthan 85% of

Ut ) Current SMI
Current SMI

1 $3,391 $2,882

2 $4,435 $3,770 $2,586 58%

3 $5,478 $4,656 $3,258 5%

4 $6,522 $5,544 $3,930 60%

5 $7,566 $6,431 $4,602 61%

If the income eligibility limits are nstatewide, describe how many jurisdictions set their

own income eligibility limits and provide the income limit ranges across the jurisdictions (e.g.
range from [lowest limit] to [highest limit])( 98.16(i)(3))lid or tap here to enter text.

SMI soure and year. SMI Source: LIHEAP; Year: 2020

Reminder: Income limits must be established and reported in terms of current SMI based on
the most recent data published by the Bureau of the Census (98.20(a)(2¢{w))fe¢he

federal poverty level is usad implementing the program. SMI guidelines are available at:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheapm-2020-02-state-mediarincomeestimates
for-optionatusefy2020and-mandatoryusefy2021?utm_medium=rss

Identify themost populousareaof the state (defined as the area servittilge highest number
of CCDF childrenised to complete the chaih 3.1.3 b The income is statewide and not based
by county or region.

Whatis the dfective date for these eligibility limitseported in 3.1.3 B

June 1, 2021.

Provide the citation or link, if available, for the income eligibility limits.

left blank intentionally
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3.1.4 Lead Agencies are required to ensure that children receiving CC@¢-damothave family
assets that exceed $1,000,000, as certified by a family member (98.20(a)(2)(ii)).

a.

a checkoff on the CCDF applicatigrgmilies certifithis on the elidbility application. Families
report all countable income and certify that assets do not exceed $1,000,000.

Does the Lead Agency waive the asset limit on a-bgsase basis for families defined as

receiving, or in need of, protective s&es?

f
H

No

Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure and provide citation:

The referring individual that has identified the family as receiving, or in need of, protective
services certifies the family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 on theakef

Describe how the family member certifies that family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (e.qg.,

3.1.5 Describe any additional eligibility conditions or rules, which are applied by the Lead Agency

3.1.6

(98.20(

b))during

a. eligibility determination Homeless individuals, as defined by the Lead agandgr the McKinney
Vento Act may receive priorityesvices (1ot subject to the waiting list) for up to 90 days to prove

eligibility. Minor parents (parents under the age 18) may qualify for priority services should they meet

the requirements and prove they are in an allowable activity.

b. eligibility redetermination. Minor parents (parents under the age 18) may qualify for priority
services should they continue to meet requirements and prove they are in an allowable activity.

[ SIFR 1'3SyOASa I NB NBI dzA NEBR (2 méntgnEproingtei 2
continuity of care when authorizing child care services (98.21(f); 98.16(h)(6)). Lead Agencies are
reminded that authorized child care services are not required to be strictly based on the work,

training, or education schedule of the patg@8.21 (g)). Check the approaches, if applicable,

O2yaiR

GKFG GKS [SFR ! 3SyOeé dzaSa ¢KSy O2yaARSNAy3I OKA

of care
H a.

A b
n c
n d
n e

when authorizing child care services.

Coordinatingwvith Head StartPrekindergarten, other early learninprogramsor
schoolage programso create a package of arrangements that accommodates
LI NBEyidaQ ¢2N)] aOKSRdzZ Sa

. Inquiring about whether the child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Individual Family Seices Plan (IFSP)
Establishig minimum eligibility periodengerthan 12 months

. Using crosenrollment or referrals to other public benefits

. Working with IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C staff to explore how services

A yéf dzZRSR A y OKAf RQa /dr Provided] Ndsite enfd in Ol
collaboration with child care services
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i f. Working with entities that may provide othehild support services.

i g. Providing more intensive case management for families with children with multipl
risk factors

i h. Implementirg policies and procedures that promote universal design to ensure th
activities and environments are accessibletiochildren, including children with
sensory, physical, or other disabilities

i i. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

3.1.7 Fluctuation in earnings.

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how their processes for initial determination and
redetermination take into account irregular fluctuations in earnings (658E(c)(2)(Nx(dI!)
98.21(c). The Lead Agency must put in @amlicies that ensure thdemporary increases in
income, including temporary increases that can result in a monthly income exceeding 85
percent ofstate median incom¢SM) (calculated on a monthly basis) from seasonal
employment or other temporary workchedules, do not affectligibility or family cgpayments
(98.21(c)). Check the processes that the Lead Agency uses to take into account irregular
fluctuations in earnings

R a! GSNF IS GKS FlLYAfeQa &SpMfonfEd)a 2OSNI I LISNA2R

A bwSljdzSad SIENyAy3a adardiSySyida GKFEdG NB Y2aid NB
income.

H ¢5SRdzO0G GSYLR2NINE 2NJ ANNB3IdzZ I NJ AYONBIF&aSa Ay
level.

A d.Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

3.1.8 LeadAgencies are required to have procedures for documenting and verifying that children
receiving CCDF funds meet eligibility criteria at the time of eligibility determination and
redetermination (98.68(c)). Lead Agencies should note that there are no fadgratements
for specific documentation or verification procedur&€heck the information that the Lead
Agency documents and verifiasinitial determination and redeterminatioand describe, at a
minimum, what information is required and how often. Ckett that apply.

Required at
Initial
Determination

Required at

Redetermination Information and Description

'H n a. Applicant identity. Describéocumentation includes
RNA JSNDa fAOSYyasSsy $2N) 4 5]
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drivers ID andjovernment issued IDs.

5

LI AOFYyGQa NBfFGAZ2YAaKA

Documentation includes birth certificates, paternity
affidavits, court documents, school records, other
federal/state agency records.

e B}

./ KAt RQa Ay T2 N didibgity (e.§.2 N

identity, age, citizen/immigration status). Describe:
Documentation includes birth certificates, paternity
affidavits, court documents, school records, other
federal/state agency records.

. Work. Describeincludes docurentation from the

employer in the form of pay receipts or written statement
from the employer, or written documentation from the
entity from which employment income is received

. Job training or educational progra Describe:

Documentation from lhe education institution or job
training agency.

Family income. Describgicludes documentation from
the employer in form of pay receipts or written statement
from the employer, or writterdocumentation from the
entity from which the incomesireceived.

. Household composition. Describbeimily the basic

family unit residing in a common place of residence,
distinguished by, and consisting exclusively of, parents,
responsible adult parents, as applicable, and their
unmarried minor bildren.

. Applicant residence. Describgocumentation includes

rent or lease agreement, mortgage agreement, utility
receipts, other state or federal agency records. Requited
initial application, redetermination, and when the
applicant's reglence changes

54

e 2]

Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

3.1.9 Which strategies, if any, will the Lead Agency usensure the timeliness of eligibility
determinations upon receipt of application€heck all that apply.

a. Time limitfor making eligibility determinations. Describe length of time:
Initial applications must be approved or denied within 30 days of the application date.

Continuing eligibility must be approved or denied no later than the last working day of the
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currenteligibility period. Caseworkers must process information received from families within
three (3) days of receipt of the information

T
o

Track and monitor the eligibility determination process
c. Other. DescribeClick or tap here tenter text.

d. None

e - 5}

3.1.10 Informing parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to the individual penalties
associated with the TANF worequirement.

Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to
the individual penalties associated with the work requirement for any single custodial parent
who has a demonstrated inability to obtain neededdliiare for a child younger than age 6
(98.16(v); 98.33(f)).

Lead Agencies must coordinate with TANF progranesisure that TANF families with young
children will be informed of their right not to be sanctioned if they meet the criteria set forth by
the gate/territory TANF agency in accordance with Section 407(e)(2) of the Social Security Act.

In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the TANF agency
to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inabilityotwiain needed child care.

Note: The TANF agency, not the CCDF Lead Agency, is responsible for estaiisbilogving
criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of public
record.

a. ldentify theTANF agendyat established these criteria or definitions:
The Alabama Department of Human Resources, Family Sebiigs®n

b. Provide the following definitions established by the TANF agency:

i. &! LILINE LINR | (a8 le@IK ApErdRing Onlid NS rivided vears old or older. In
addition, state law requires an individual to be licensed if the individual proviesfor children
who are unrelated to the individual, in the individuals own home for more than four hours per

day.

i. GwSIlF a2yl of18edRdné irdmyh©Srée Yo the place of employment is
unreasonable considering the expected wage #ratime and cost of commuting. Employment is
not considered suitable if daily commuting time exceeds two hours. The timeframe authorized for
caremayp S I yeé GAYS | FFAELAFGSR gA0GK GKS Of ASyidQa LI N
reasonable travelo and from a child care facility

i, a! yadzZA GF oAt Al 2FTAMFR2ANNIKA OKAKNRS OGANBE NS  S=
home by eiher arelative ornoNB f | G A S 2NJ OF NB LINRPPARSR 2dzi 2F
a licenseexemp non-relative. TANF policy does not allow paymentdbild careif the individual
providing the care is unrelated to the child, is not licensed, a®bk the child more than four
hours per day. The individual is considered unrelatéide individual is not related to the child by
blood, marriage or adoption as follows: parent, grandparent, sibling (step or half), uncle, aunt, and
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spouses of these. laddition, due to wage and hour laws and DHR maximum payment restrictions,
no inrhome cae (meaning the home of the child, but not the provider) may be authorized for less
than minimum wage

iv. a! TF2NRI 0t S OKA f IRdet@rhiEBwhdthNINdotA@rSoWaSoffilt daréisY
available, the case manager should first ask the tliesihe is able to arrange her/his owahild
careat no cost. Find out who currently provides bagkchild carewhen needed, whether the
arrangements meet the conditns for legally provided care, and the amount charbg the
individual providing theare. Thendetermingd 8 SR 2y GKS Oft ASyaGQa adal 48§
situation, if that individual is both able and willing to provide child care to enable the client to
work and/or participate in JOBS (Job Opportunity and Basic SKills) activities, anchifetmeeets
the guidelines for legal care. If so, authorize and ensure payment as appropfitdie backup
child carearrangement is not legal or the individual isalofeor unwilling to provide the care on a
regular basis, the case manager must work with the client to find other means of obtaining legal
child careservices. This must be done before requiring the client to participate in any activity for
which the cards neeakd, including job search. The final decision as to which type of care will best
meet her/his needs and the needs of each child rests with the client. However, the client may not
use policy regarding parental choice to circumvent JOBS participatiprirements. The client
must choose from the resources that are available if the resources are appropriate, accessible,
and affordable. For example, if appropriate leghild careservices are otherwise available
(affordable and accessible) to the cliesthe nay not, without good cause, be deferred from
participation just because s/he would prefer a different arrangement

How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to the individual
penalties associated with the TANF woekjuirements?

n i Inwriting
'H ii. Verbally
A iii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

d. Provide the citation for the TANF policy or procedurgBS Program Policy Manual (JPPM),

Section 505C1qg, Section 6188, Section 61B1b,Section 61€B3b, Section 6185

Family Contribution to Payments

Lead Agencies are required to establish and periodically revise a dbdiisgale for CCDF
FIrYAtASa GKFEdG OFENASa o6FaSR 2y Ay02YS FyR GKS
cortribution (i.e., cepayment) that is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds (658E(c)(5)).

In addition to income and the size of the family, the Lead Agemay use other factors when
determining family contributions/cgpayments. Lead Agencies, hovee, may NOT use cost of

care or amount of subsidy payment in determiningpayments (98.45(k)(2)Ruestions 3.2.1

through 3.2.4 address ggayments during thénitial/entry-eligibility period.
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To help families transition off child care assistance, lLagehcies may gradually adjust
co-pay amounts for families determined to be eligible under a graduated pbaseQuestion

3.2.5 addresssco-payments during thgraduated phaseut period.

3.2.1 Provide the CCDF-payments in the chart below according to fdysize forone child in care.

b.

C.

a. Complete the chart based on the most populous area ofsthte orterritory (deined as
the area servinghe highest number of CGbchildren aligned to the response provided in

3.1.3¢6.
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Family | Lowest What is What Highest | What is What
siz initial or | the percentage | initial or | the percentage
First Tier | monthly of income | First Tier | monthly of income
Income co- is this ce Income co- is this ce
Level payment | paymentin | Level payment | paymentin
where for a (b)? beforea | fora (d)?
family is | family of family is | family of
first this size no longer | this size
charged | based on eligible. based on
co-pay the the
(greater income income
than $0) | levelin level in
(a)? (d)?

1 NA NA NA NA NA NA

2 $1438 $72.00 5% $2586 $156.00 5%

3 $1811 $72.00 4% $3258 $15600 4%

4 $2184 $72.00 3% $3930 $156.00 3%

5 $2558 $72.00 3% $4602 $156.00 3%

i. R N/A Siding fee scale is statewide

If the slidingfee scale imot statewide (i.e.county-administered states):

ii. Identify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area setirghighest
number of CCDF children) used to complete the chart above.
Scale is statewide

iii. Describe how many jurisdictions set their own isiggfee scale (98.16(i)(3)).
None; scale is statewide

What is the effective date of the slidifige scale(s)

Qune 1, 2021

d. Provide the links)to the slidingfee scale: https://dhr.alabama.gov/wp
content/uploads/2020/10/C&ractSheet5-21.pdf
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322 1 2¢ gAft GKS 7T Yalcilaed anddIvioinMa iddzappl2d? ClieStralt
applyundera. or h

'H a. The fee is a dollar amount and (check all that apply):
'H i. The fee is per child, with the same fee for each child.
ii. The fee is per child anddsscounted for two or more children.
ii. The fee is per child up to a maximum per family
iv. No additional fee is charged aftaicertain number of children.

v. The fee is per family.

e & S & S & A— L — 1

vi. The contribution schedule varies because gaslocally/regionally (as indicated in
1.2.1). DescribeClick or tap here to enter text

A vii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.
n b. The fee is a percent of income and (check all that apply):
N i. The fee is per child, ith the same percentage applied for each child.
f

ii. The fee is per child, and a discoudteercentage is applied for two or more
children.

iii. The fee is per child up to a maximum per family.
iv. No additional percentage is charged aftetertain number of children.

v. The fee is per family.

e 1 s & SR & S—" ]

vi. The contribution schedulearies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in
1.2.1). DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

n vii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

3.2.3 Does the Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family siegetmine each
F I YA f-payingnt (68E(c)(3)(B))? Remindszad Agencies may NOT use cost of care or
amount of subsidy payment in determining-payments (98.45(k)(2)).

'H No

N Yes. If yes, check and deibe those additional factors below.
A a. Number of hours the child is in care. Describéck or tap bre to enter text.
A b. Lower cepayments for a higher quality of care, as defined by the state/territory.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

c. Other. DescribeClickor tap here to enter text.

i B
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The Lead Agency may wamentributions/copayments from families whose incomes are at or
below the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.45(k)) or for families who are receiving
or needing to receive protective secels on a casdy-case basisas determined for purposeof
CCDF eligibility, or who meet other criteria established by the Lead Agency (98.45(k)(4)). Does
the Lead Agency waive family contributionsfecayments for any of the following? Check all that

apply.
3 No, the Lead Agency does not waive family cbotions/co-payments.

'H Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributiongapgments If yes, identify and describe
which families have their family contributions/gayments waived.

'H a. Families withan income at or below the Federal poverty level for families of th
same size. Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.
The Lead Agency waives themayments for families with an income at or below 100%
the federal poverty leel. CCSRPChapter 7, pg.-A

'H b. Families who are receiving or needing to receive protective services on-@as
case basis, as determined by the Lead Agency for purposes of CCDF eligibili
Describe the policy and provide the policy citatieamilies needing or receiving
protective services, incomesctivityand copays are waived on a cabg-case basisThis
&2 AyOfdzRSR FELYAtASAE LI NI SGhCHIdTArg 3 A
Partnershipand families whose employment is iedith care or a first responder

'H c. Families meeting other criteria established by the Lead Agency. Describe the
policy. The cepayments are waived for families in Protective Services, Foster Care al
Early Head StarChild Care categories. CCSPPM Chapter 5, Section 4.3, 5.3 & 7.7.

Policies and processes for graduated phastof assistance aedetermination.

Lead Agencies that establish initial family income eligibility below 85 peotstate median

income(SM) are required to provide a graduated phasat of assistancéor families whose

AyO2YS KFa AYyONBFasSR 020S GKS adlrdsSQa AyAdalft
but remains below the federal threshold of 85 percent of the state median income (98.21

(b)(1)). Providing a graduated phaset promotes cotinuity by allowing for wage growth,

allows for a tapered transition out of the child care subsidy program as income increases, and
supports longterm seltsufficiency for families.

Lead Agencies thairovide a graduated phasaut must implement two-tiered eigibility
threshold, with the second tier of eligibility (used at the time of eligibility redetermination) to be
set at:

(i) 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size
(i) An amount lower than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but abeus=ti
1 3Sy0eQa AYyAGAFE StAIAOAfAGE GKNBakKz2tR GKFAY
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(A) Takes into account the typical household budget of ailmeome family
(B) Provides justification that the second eligibility threshold is:

(1) Sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over timedtretypical
for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic stability
(2) Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without
unnecessary disruption.

At redetermination, a child shall be considered eligible ibhiker parents are working or
FGGSYRAY3 I 2206 UGNIAYyAy3a 2NJ SRdzOF GA2y Lt LINEINI
income limit to initially qualify for assistance as long as their income does not exceed the second
tier of eligibility (98.21(a)98.2L(b)(1)). Note that once deemed eligible, the family shall be
considered eligible for a full minimum 4&onth eligibility period, even if their income exceeds

the second tier of eligibility during the eligibility period, as long as it does not eX@®pdcent

of SMI.

A family eligible for services via the graduated phasgeof assistance is considered eligible

under t

he same conditions as other eligible families with the exception ofdhEagment

restrictions, which do not apply to a graduated gkeaut. To help families transition from child
care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjymtycamounts for families whose children
are determined eligible under a graduated phame and may require additional reporting on
changes in family ineoe. However, Lead Agencies must still ensure that any additional
reporting requirements do not constitute an undue burden on families.

/I K

SOl YR RSaONAOGS (UKS 2LJWiAz2y GKFG 0Sad ARSyd

regarding the graduated phesut of assistance.

A

S

N/A. The Lead Agency sets its initial eligibility threshold at 85 percent of SMI and
therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phamé period.(If checked, skip to
subsection 3.3)

The Lead Agency sets the second dieeligibility at 85 prcent of SMI

A. Describe the policies and procedurésick or tap here to enter text.
B. Provide the citation for this policy or procedurglick or tap here to enter text.
The Lead Agency sets thecond tier ofeligibility at an amount lower tha85 percent of
{aL F2NJI TFlFLYAft& 2F GKS alyYyS &A1l S odzi 62
A. Providethe income levefor the second tier of eligibility for a family diree:
$43,440per year.
B. Describe how the second eligibility thresd:
1. Takes into account the typical household budget of ailoeome family:
Thelead Agend® &  dza fedéral pave¢t§levelsa determine thresholds using the
adlFia0a I @SNI IS KandanbfagnidsR Ay O02YS F2NI f 25
2. Is sufficient to accommodate inases in family income over time that are
typical for lowincome workers and that promote and support family economic
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stability: The second tier is a range of incomes that caZ0@86 FPand allows for
the fluctuatons in incomes to avoid a cliff effefclr families that are in the graduated
phase out of the program.

3. Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without
unnecessary disruptiorramilies are allowed to receive benefits asedatined at
initial and continuing eligibty periods for a full 12 months unless the income exceeds
85% SMI.

4. Provide the citation for this policy or procedursated to the second eligibility
threshold left blank intentionally.

b. To help families @nsition from assistance, does the LeageAcy gradually adjust
co-payments for families eligible under the graduated phasé period?
A No
‘H Yes
i. Ifyes, describe how the Lead Agency gradually adjusgagments for families

under agraduated phas®ut: During the graduated phase at each redetermination,
family incomes aredjusted incrementally. based on the family sé@l increasem
the monthly gross income.

ii. Ifyes, does the Lead Agency require additional reporting requirements during the
graduated phaseut period? (NoteAdditional reporting requirements are also
discussed in section83of the Plan.)

A No

'H Yes. Describd-amilies are only required to report income that exceeds 85% SMI
during the certification period. Incomes thakceed the second tiebut doesnot
meet85% SMI are not required to be report until recertification

Increasing Access for Vulnerable Candand Families

Lead Agencies are required to give priority for child emsstance to children with special
needs, which can include vulnerable populations, in families with very low incomes, and to
children experiencing homelessness (658E(c)(3)(B)6&8). The prioritization of CCDF
assistance services is not limited tigéility determination. Other ways to give priority may
include the establishment of a waiting list or the ranking of eligible families in priority order to
be served.

Note: CCOFRIFAY Sa4 4G OKAf R SELISNASYOAYy3d K2YSrdedimaySaacs
Section 725 of Subtitle V8 of the McKinneyento Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a) (98.2).
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3.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency defines:

c. 6/ KAt RNBY ¢ A (icKildréh bdf Ddeilnéeds V6 SesRig£cMidren who are receiving
protective services or fasr care services from the Department and who have been determined by the
Department to need child care services.

d. AClFYAtASA 6A0KFDENBth ver2ldy indny =@ 2eYrSdiag aYamily with
income at or below 100% of the federal potyelevel.

3.3.2 Identify how the Lead Agency will prioritize or targbild care services for the following
children and families:

Note: If waiving cgpayments is checked, Lead Agesowill need to provide further information
in question 3.2.4. Paying tigr rates for accessing higher quality care is addressed in 4.3.3 and
using grants or contracts to reserve spots is addressed in 4.1.6.

a. Complete the table below to indicate how thdentified populations are prioritized or

targeted.
Waive co
payments (on| Pay higher

Prioritize for Serve a caseby-case rate for Using grants

enroliment without basis). As accesgo or contracts

in child care| placingon | described in higher to reserve
Population Prioritized services waiting list 3.2.4. quality care spots
Children with special H H H n n
needs
Families with very low 4 A H N N
incomes
Children experiencing H H n n n
homelessness, as
defined by the CCDF
Familes receiving H H n n n
TANF, those
attempting to
transition off TANF,
andthose at risk of
becoming dependent
on TANF (98.16(i)(4))

b. If applicable, identify and describe any other ways the identified populations in the table above
are prioritized or targeted.For children with special needs, the Lead Agency receives referrals for
services from its county departments to serve childrepriotective service and foster care cases. For
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FILYAfASE S6AGK GSNE f2¢ Ay Ot dlows irSamflies iwivse! ISy Oe Qa
income is at or below 100% of the federal poverty level will have copayments set at $0. For children
experiencng homelessness, the Lead Agency has set policy so that documentation of initial eligibility
determination maybe waived for up to ninety (90) days. Priority for enrollment is also given to families
applying within six (6) months of transitioning off bt TANF program.

3.3.3 List and define any other priority groups established by the Lead Agency.
The Lead Agay has severt) priority categories of eligibility. Those groups are as follows: 1. JOBS
Families receiving TANF and participating e J®BS (Job Opportunity and Basic Skills) Program. 2.
Transitional Families whose TANF benefits have endethé past 6 months and receive priority for care
to avoid reapplying for TANF. 3. Homeldsamilies meeting the homeless definition under the
McKinneyVento Act. 4.ARisk Minor ParertMinor parents under the age of 18, or under the age of 19,
if the parent remains in high school or its equivalent. 5. Foster-@#dren that are in the legal custody
of the state of Alabama6. ProtectiveServicesServices provided by the Department to, or on behalf of,
children in response to reports of allegabluse, neglect or exploitatiodhe lead agency also includes
FILYAEfASE LI NI AOALI (A Y IStakt Childi Ga® PdrtSersipd lfamifeg Whds@d 9 NI & |
employer are in health care and first responder.

3.3.4 Describe how the Lead Agency prii@es services for the additional priority groups identified in
333wWwSTFSNNI f4 I NBE NBOSAGPSR FENRY GKS [SFR !''3SyoOeqQa f2
services for priority groups to avoid the waititist and/or provide seamless tngitional care.

3.3.5 Lead Agencies are required to expend CCDF funds to (1) permit the enrollment (after an initial
eligibility determination) of children experiencing homelessness while required documentation
is obtained, 2) provide training and technicassistance to child care providers and the
appropriate Lead Agency (or designated entity) staff on identifying and serving children and
families experiencing homelessness (addressed in section 6), and (3) conduct speeifich
to families experiencingdmelessness(658E(c)(3); 98.51).

e. Describe the procedures to permit the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness
while required documentation is obtainedamilies are allowed up to ninety (90) days of service
to allow time to obtain required docuentation to establish eligibility.

f. Check, where applicable, the procedures used to conduct outreach for children experiencing
homelessness (as defined by CCDF Rule) and their families.

'H i. Lead Agency accepapplications at local communiyased locations
5 ii. Partnerships with communitpased organizations
A iii. Partnering with homeless service providers, McKirdeyto liaisons, and others

who work with families experigcing homelessness to provide referrals to child care

8 iv. Other:Click or tap here to enter text.

Note: The Lead Agency shall pay amount owed to a child care provider for services provided
as a result of the initial eligibility determinatioand any CCDF payment made prior to the final
eligibility determination shall not be considered an error or improper payment (98.51(a)(1)(ii)).
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3.3.6 Lead Agencies must establish a grace period that allows children experiencing homelessness and
children in fostercare to receive CCDF assistance while providing their families with a
reasonable time to take any necessary actions to comply with immunizatid other health
and safety requirements (as described in section 5). The length of such a grace period shall b
established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency (658E(c)(2)(1)(i)(D);
98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)).

Note: Any paymentor such a child during the grace period shall not be considered an error or
improper payment (98.41(a)(1)(i)(€)).

g. Describe procedures to provide a grace period to comply with immunization and other health
and safety requirements, including how the lémgf the grace period was established in
consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency for:

iv. Children experiencing homelessness (as defined by the CCDF Final Rule).
Families are allowed up to ninety (90) days of service to dlloe to obtain required
documentation to establish eligibility and to provide proof of immunizatid?rovide the itation
for this policy and procedure.

Child Care Subsidy Policies and Procedures Manual Chapter 5, Section 8

v. Children who are ifoster careNot applicable Provide the citation for this policy and

procedure.Click or tap here to enter text.

h. Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates with licensing agencies and other relevant state,
territorial, tribal, and local agencies toguide referrals and support to help families with
children receiving services during a grace period complyimithunizaton and other health
and safety requirements (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(4hk Lead Agency provides assistance in locating
resources to asdishe family in providing documentation. Child Care Providers have access to log in
Immprint, the Alabama Departmentfo t dzof A O |1 SI f 1 KQa 2yt AyS RFEGFo6I &S
I KAER /I NB t NPGARSNE Oy f 2 OlesStenhto@bintado®yQa AYYdzy Al |
themselves for the record to ease the burden of the parent having to provide it themselves.

i. Does the Lead Agency establish grace periods for other children who are not experiencing
homelessness or in foster care?
X No

3 Yes. DescribéZlick or tap here to enter text.

3.4  Continuity for Working Families

3.4.1 Minimum 12month eligibility.

The Lead Agency is required to establish a minimurma@th eligibility and redetermination
period:

1 regardless of changes in incomeall Agenies may not terminate CCDF assistance
during the minimum 1zZnonth period if a family has an increase in income that exceeds
GKS adlridSQa AyO2YS StAIAOAfAGE GKNBaAK2tR 00
state median income (SMI)
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9 regardkss of tenporary changes in participation in work, training, or educational
activities (658E(c)(2)(N)(i) and (ii)).
The Lead Agency may not terminate assistance prior to the end of the minimumoi
period if a family experiences a temporary job losa ¢empoiary change in participation in a
training or educational activity. Any temporary change cannot have a time limit (e.g. 60 days, 90
days, etc.). A temporary change in eligible activity includes, at a minimum:

1. any timelimited absence from work fan emplyed parent due to such reasons as the
need to care for a family member or an illness

any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not working

3. any student holiday or break for a parent participating in a training or educational
program

4. any reducton in work, training, or education hours, as long as the parent is still working
or attending a training or educational program

5. any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or educational program that
does not exceed 3 months or a tper perial of time established by the Lead Agency

6. a child turning 13 years old during the minimumrh2nth eligibility period (except as
described in 3.1.1)

7. any changes in residency within the state, territory, or tribal service area

Describe the Lead &gy 08 Q& LJI2f AOASa | yR LINPOSRdIz2NS& NBf I {

month eligibility period at initial eligibility determination and redetermination and provide a

citation for these policies or procedures. f £ St A 34 6 f § CCDF firid$ shEve ndNE OS A @A v

less than 12 months of eligibility. Families are redetermined at the end of timeak?h eligibility

cycle. The parent does not experience an increase in parent fee during tmerith eligibility period,

regardless of any inease in the parenincome. Families remain eligible as long as the income does

not meet or exceed 85% of the State Median Income.

Describe and provide the citation for each of the minimum required elements listed below

that are includedinthg ST R | ISy OeR ad (RSYWLA/NIIME yORI Yy IS¢
Minimum Required Element Citation

N i. Any timelimited absence from work for an employed Not applicable
parent due to such reasons as the need to care for a fal
member or an iliness. Describe or define your Lead Bg&

policy:.

A ii. Any interruption in work for a seasonabrker who is not | Not applicable

G2NJAYy3Id 55Sa0ONROGS 2NJ RST
Click or tap here to enter text.
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Minimum Required Element Citation

n iii. Any student holiday or break for a parent participating | Not applicable
training or educational program. Describe or define you
ISFR ! 3Sy J8c@é tapdrke o Order text.

iv. Any reduction in work, training, or education hauais lon¢ Not applicable
as the parent is still working or attending a training or
educational program. Describe or define your Lead
I 3 Sy polic@Click or tap here to enter text.

9

v. Any other cessation of work or attendance at a training| Not applicable.
eduational program that does not exceed 3 months or
longer period of time established by the Lead Agency.
Describe or defineydzNJ [ S R ! 3Sy 0eQ
)

A vi. A child turning 13 years old during the minimumn@nth | Not applcable.
eligibility period (except as described in 3.1.1). Describ
RSTAYS @&2dzNJ [ SClie orltah Beye e Qs
text.

i ]

'H vii. Any changes in residency within thiate, territory, or Left blank intenionally
GNRAOlf aSNBAOS I NBF® 583
policy: Families must contact the agency to report changes i
residency if and only if the change will result in a défer
service area or oubf-state.

. t NPPARS ye 20KSNJ St SYSyia AyOfdzZRSR Ay {(KS ai
including those implemented during the pandemic, and provide the citatienead agency
issues 12 montleligibility as long as the family is eligible at each redetermination. The lead agency
does not require families to report temporary changes in activity during the 12 month certification
period.
342 | 2y GAydzAy3a |aaraidl yOS ¥ Ridtan®2isconiinGd abklBtknte | YR | |
during the minimum 1zZnonth eligibility period.

Lead Agencies have the option, but are not required, to discontinue assistance during the

minimum 12Y2 Yy G K St A IA 0 A f A i & nohd&pBraryRoss daBk otcessation LI NB y (i ¢
of attendance at a job training or educational prograstherwise knowrt & | LJ NBy G Qa Sf
activity.

LT GKS [SIR ! 3SyOe OK22aSa GKS 2LJiA2y G2 RAaO02
non-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activityniust continue assistance at least at the

same level for a period of not fewer th& months after each such loss or cessation. This time

period allows the parent to engage in a job search and to resume work or resume attendance in
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a job training or edud#onal program. At the end of the minimumrBonth period of continued
assistancefithe parent has engaged in a qualifying work, training, or educational program
activity with an income below 85 percent of state median income (SMI), assistance cannot be
terminated, and the child must continue receiving assistance until the next scliedule
redetermination or, at the Lead Agency option, for an additional minimurma#ath eligibility
period.

m. Does the Lead Agency consider seeking employment (engaging inemjoh)san eligible
activity at initial eligibility determination (at applicationhiéat the minimum 12Znonth
eligibility redetermination? (Note: If yes, Lead Agencies must provide a minimum of three
months of job search.)

X No

3  Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure (including any differences in eligibility at
initial eligibility determination vs. redetermination of eligibility):
Click or tap here to enter text.

n. Does the Lead Agency discontinue assistalwrang the ninimum 12month eligibility period
RdzS G2 I -telingedry lGs©dr cegsatign of eligible activity and offer a minimum 3
month period to allow parents to engage in a job search and to resume participation in an
eligible activity?

'H No, the stateterritory does not discontinue assistance during ther@nth eligibility
LIS NA 2 R R dzS noiv2mpbraryldisshoBabrik 6 dessation of attendance at a job
training or educational program.

3  Yes, the Lead Agency discontinues assistdndag thel2-month eligibility period due
G2 | LdbnEBpoialdss of work or cessation of eligible activity and provides a
minimum 3month period of job search. If yes:

vit NP GARS | &adzYYFNE RSAaONAROAY3I {KSischnBruily ! ISy O

FdaAaidl yOS R dz8empararychangkndBoylite®d y 2 Y
vii. Describe what specific actions/changes trigger thegeharch period after each such loss
or cessationhot Applicable

viii. How long is the jolsearch period (must be at leastiBonths)?
Not Applicable

ix. Provide the citation for this policy or proceduréot Applicable

o. The Lead Agency may discontinue assistance prior to the next minimumoit
redetermination in the following limited circumstances. Check and describe any
circumstances in which the Lead Agency chooses to discontinue assistance prionexthe
minimum 12month redetermination. Check all that apply.

A i. Not applicable
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‘H ii. Excessive unexplained absences despite multiple attempts by the Lead Agency or
designated entity to contact the family and provider, including the prior notificat
of a possible discontinuation of assistance.

D. Define the nurber of unexplained absences identified as excessive:
1 64Sy0Sa (KIFiG SEOSSR Y2NB GKIEYy mn OFf SyRI NI
excuse would be identified as excessive.
E. Provide the citation for this policy or procedu@CSPPM Chapter 9, Section
‘H iii. A change in residency outside oktktate, territory, or tribal service area. Provide

the citation for this policy or procedur€CSPPM Chapter 8, Section 8

X iv. Substantiated fraud or intentional program violations that invalidate mprio
determinations of eligibility. Describe the violations that lead to discontinued
assistance and provide the citation for this policy or procedure.

Substantiated violations can lddo the discontinuation of child care assistance in the
following situatons: Making a false or misleading statement to obtain benefits for which the
parent is not eligible to receive; failing to report a change in order to receive benefits for
which theparent is not eligible to receive; altering documents to receive benfitgvhich

the parent is not eligible to receive; unauthorized use of a Time and Attendance System
(TAS) card, and having possession of an Alabama TAS card to obtain benefitsidhevhic
parent is not eligible. CCSPPM Chapter 14 Sections 2 & 9

3.4.3 Changeaeporting during the minimum 1-nonth eligibility period.

The Lead Agency must describe the requirements for parents to report changes in circumstances
during the 12month eligibility period and describe efforts to ensure that such requirements do

not plae an undue burden on eligible families, which could impact the continuity of care for
children and stability for families receiving CCDF services (98.21 (e)).

Note: Responses shouttkclude reporting requirements for a graduated phasg, which were
descibed in question 3.2.5 b.

Families are required to report a change to the Lead Agency at any time during-thert
StAIAOATAGE LISNA2Z2R AT (K Sthefstate mdd@rCincome yakimgy S SEOS
into account irregular fluctuations in inome (98.21(e)(1)). If the Lead Agency chooses the

option to terminate assistance, as described in section 3.4.2 of the Plan, they may require

families to report a noiemporary chang in work, training or educational activities (otherwise
knownasapare®ad St A3IAO0ES | OGAQGAGEUL®

p. Does the Lead Agency require families to report a-a08 Y LJ2 N} NB OKIl y3S Ay | |
eligible activity?
X No
5 Yes
g. Any additional reporting requirements dag the minimum 12month eligibility period must
0S tAYAUSR G2 AGSYa GKIFG AYLIOG | FrYAafeqa St
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O

a2
a OK

state median income (SMI)) or that impact the Lead Age@ica |
pay thechildcé®8 LINE A RSNE o0S®3adx | 7F
choice of child care provider).
Check and describe any additional reporting requirements required by the Lead Agency
during theminimum 12month eligibility period. Check all that ply.

HA® ' RRAGAZ2YIf OKFy3aSa GKFEG YFE@ AYEIOG F FI Y
month period. Describezamilies are required to report a ndemporary income change that
results in the family income meeting or exceeding85% of the 3f&@ian Inome (SMI).

X AA® / KFy3aSa GKFEG AYLIOG GKS [SFER ! 3SyodeQa
ClLYAfASAE I NB NBIldzANBR (G2 NBL}Z2NI | OKFy3aS Ay GKS

X AAAD [/ KI y3d Sa GKI ds abilWIIdba@&ild[i:d(eéoro{/icér’s.es¢riﬁb§ Y oeéQ
Families must notify the Child Care Management Agency (CMA) if they make a change in
providers in order for the CMA to enroll the children at the child care facility the parent chooses
in order for the Lead\gency tgpay child care providers.

oAf A yil o
I i 38 2

U» Cx

2
Y

@D Cx
o o

At
Y A

Any additional reporting requirements that the Lead Agency chooses to require from parents
during the minimum 1Zmonth eligibility period, shall not require an additional office visit. In
addition, the Lead Agencyumst offer arange of notification options to accommodate
families.How does the Lead Agency allow families to report changes to ensure that reporting
requirements are not burdensome and to avoid an impact on continued eligibility between
redeterminationsZheck all tat apply.

'H i. Phone
X ii. Email
3 jii. Online forms

5 iv. Extended submission hours
X v. Postal mail

'H vi. Fax

X Vii. Inperson submission

5 viii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Families mushave the option to voluntai report changes on an ongoing basis during the

minimum 12month eligibility period.

Lead Agencies are required to act on information reported by the family if it will reduce the

Tl YAGSRY DRI 2 NI Ay ONEdy.déad Ag&nSies ark pfoléfd ana & dzo
FOGAY3 2y AYTF2NXNIGA2Yy NBLR2NISR o6& GKS FFYAfe@
GKS AYTF2NXIF A2y NBLER2NISR AYyRAOF(GSa (GKIFIG GKS 7
considering irregular fluctuatianin income or, at the optioaf the Lead Agency, the family

has experienced a naiemporary change in eligible activity.
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X. Describe any other changes that the Lead Agency allows families to report.
Families may report reduction in income or hours of pgstition in an allowable autity, an
increase in family size, change in allowable education/training activity, and residency.

xi. Provide the citation for this policy or procedureCSPPM Chapter 8

3.4.4 Prevent the disruption of employmergducation, or job training activities.

Lead Agecies are required to have procedures and policies in place to ensure that parents
(especially parents receiving assistance under the TANF program) are not required to unduly
disrupt their employment, educatig or job training activities to comply withéh [ S R ! ISy Oé ¢
2NJ RSaA3ayl 4SR 201t SyidArideQa NBIAdANBYSyGa F2N
(658E(c)(2)(N)(ii); 98.21(d)).
Examples include developing strategies to inform families and pheviders of an upcoming
redetermination andhe information that will be required of the family, ppopulating subsidy
renewal forms, having parents confirm that the information is accurate, and/or asking only for
the information necessary to make ahgihility redetermination. In addition, stateend
territories can offer a variety of famifyiendly methods for submitting documentation for
eligibility redetermination that considers the range of needs for families in accessing support
(e.g., use of laguages other than English, access to transgianh, accommodation of parents
working nontraditional hours).
tt LRSYGATeEI 6KSNB | LI AOIo6fS>Y GKS [SIR 1'3Sy0e Qs
(especially parents receiving TANF program fundsjatidnave their employment, education,
orjobtNF A YAy 3 dzy Rdzf @ RA&ANMzZLIISR G2 O2YLX & 6AGK (K

A~ A oA

SytAateQa NBldANBYSyidia F2N 6§KS NBRSUGSNXAYFGAZ2Y
‘H i. Advance notice to parents of pendimedetermination

5 ii. Advance notice to providers of pending redetermination

iii. Prepopulated subsidy renewal form

iv. Online documentation submission

v. Crosgprogram redeterminations

vi. Extended office hours (eveningsd/or weekends)

vii. Consultation available via phone

viii. Other. Click or tap here to enter text.

o> o0 o0 X

4 Ensure Equal Access to Child Care forlhoame Children

A core purpose of CCDF is to promote parentalaghand to empower working parento make
GKSAN) 26y RSOA&AA2Y & NBIFNRAYyI GKS OKAER OF NB
have the option to choose from centéased care, family child care, or care provided in the

Q)¢
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OKAf RQa 2 apgortiKgeparéntal choife, thesad Agencies must ensure that families
receiving CCDF funding have the opportunity to choose from the full range of eligible child care
settings and must provide families with equal access to child care that is comparake tf
non-CCDF families. Leadiencies must employ strategies to increase the supply and to improve
the quality of child care services, especially in underserved areas. In addition to generally
building the supply of child care for all families, thi®dfalso supports equal accefes CCDF
eligible children to the priced child care market.

This section addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure
equal access, and increase the supply of child care. Note: In resgaiedguestions in this

section the Office of Child Care (OCC) recognizes that each state/territory identifies and defines
its own categories and types of care. The OCC does not expect states/territories to change their
definitions to fit the CCD#efined categories and types of caféor these questions, provide
responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals or policy issueac See the Introduction on pag for more detalil.

Maximize Parental Choice and Implement Supply Building Mechanisms

The parent(s) of each eligible child who receive(s) or is offered financial assistance for child care
services has the option of eitheegeiving a child care certificate or, if available, enrolling their
child with a provider that has a grant or contrdot providing child care services (658E(c)(2)(A);
98.30(a)). Even if a parent chooses to enroll their child with a provider who haatagra

contract, the parent will select the provider, to the extent practicable. If a parent chooses to use
a certificake, the Lead Agency shall provide information to the parent on the range of provider
options, including care by sectarian providers andtrees. Lead Agencies must require

providers chosen by families to meet health and safety standards and has the tptieguire

higher standards of quality. Lead Agencies are reminded that any policies and procedures should
not restrict parental acceds any type of care or provider (e.g. center care, home carbpine

care, forprofit provider, nonprofit provider, a faith-based provider, etc.) (98.15 (a)(5)).

Describe the child careertificate, including when it is issued to parents (before orrattie

parent has selected a provider) and what information is included on the certificate (98.16 (q)).
The child care certificate is issued at the point of approval and for any change dioei certification

period. The certificate includes informatioegarding eligibility period, children awarded,-payments,

care levels and unit of care.

Identify how the parent is informed that the child care certificate allows the option to choose
from a variety of child care categories, such as privatefoprofit, faith-based providers;
centers; FCC homes; orlilome providers (658E(c)(2)(A)(i); 658P(2); 658Q). Check all that apply.

H  a. Certificate provides information about the choicepodviders
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b. Certificate provides information about the qualitypgbviders

i & -

c. Certificate is not linked to a specific provider, so parents can choose any
provider

d. Consumer education matexis are provided on choosing child care
e. Referrals provided to child care resource and referral agencies

. Colocated resource and referral staff in eligibility offices

I T I I
—h

g. Verbal communication at the time of thapplication
h

. Community outreal, workshops, or other Hperson activities

S S

i. Other.Describe;

4.1.3 A core principle of CCDF is that families receiving @@IdEd child careshould have equal
access to child care that is comparable to that of «@@DF families (658E(c)(4)(A) and 3@&).

u. Describe how parents have access to the full range of providers eligible to receive CCDF:
All icensed and licensexempt goviders(pertains only to providers that cannot be licensed by the
lead agency by state statue exemptipopon completio of meeting the health and safety guidelines
and training requirements, may patrticipate in the Child Care Subsidy Program to receive CCDF funds
Families may choose apyoviderthat by state stature can accept federal and state fundimmwever,
the provider must choose to participate on the Child Care Subsidy Program.

1 Describe state data on the extent to which eligible child care providers participate in the

CCDF systerithe lead agency has more than 1,200 providers that participate in the Child Care
Subsidy Program out of approximately 1,800 licensed providers intdke s

1 Identify any barriers to provider participation, including barriers related to payment rates
and practiceg including for family child care and-imome providers based on preider
feedback and reports to the Lead Agency:
Barriers in participabn may include: failure to pass a health and safety inspection/monitoring visit,
suitability of a criminal history background check, or maintaining legal operating standards. Pyovider
GKIFEG LI NOHAOALI GS gAGK NI (GSa simdumieimtbiNgmeithaienEWNI (G Ky |
charge the difference to the parent, which may present a barrier to the family.
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414 | SNIATe 0@ RSaONARoAy3d (GKS [ St R tsshaéuyhinitedd LINE OSR
access to their children whemer their children aren the care of a provider who receives CCDF
funds (658E(c)(2)(B); 98.16())K S LINP A RSND& NBIAAGNI GA2y (G2 LI NIAC
Program includes a certification thtte provider will allow the parent unlimited and unrestricted access
to their children. This agreement is signed and renewed with the provider annually.

4.1.5 The Lead Agency must allow forki2 YS OF NB 6 A ®Sd> OF NB LINRPJARSR A
may limit its use (98.16(i)(2)). Will the Lead Agency limit the use-bbme care in any way?
A No
'H Yes. If checked, what limits will the Lead Agency set on the uséhofiie care? Check all
that apply.

n a. Restricted based on the minimum number of cheldiin the care of the
provider to meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (minimum wage) requireme
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

e B}
O

Restricted based on the provider meeting a minimum age requirement.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter tex

=
o

Restricted based on the hours of care (i.e., certain number of hours, non
traditional work hours). Describ€lick or tap here to enterie

‘H  d. Restricted to care by relatives. (A relative provider must be at least 18 yea
age based on thdefinition of eligible child care provider (98.2)). Describe:
relative provider must meet first degree of relation to be considered a relafle
lead agency of relative includes aunt, uncle, grandparamd, sibling by blood,
marriage or adoption

e 0
D

Restricted to care for children with special needs or a medical condition.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

i B}
—

Restricted to iFhome providers that meet additional health and safety

requirements beyond those required by CCDF. Describe:
Clik or tap here to enter text.

n g. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.1.6 Child care services available through grants or contracts.

xii. In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency provide child care services through
gantsorO2 Yy i NI OGa T2NJ OKAfR OFNB at203a 6cpy! 60600Mm
provider is simply required to sign an agreement to be paid in theficatié program.

'H No. If no, skip to 4.1.7
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9

Yes, in some jurisdictions but not statewide. If yesaibe how many jurisdictions
use grants or contracts for child care sldiéick or tap here to enter text.

Yes, statewide. If yes, describe:

h. How the Lead Agency ensures that parents whmkmith a provider who
has a grant or contract havé&aices when selecting a provider:
Click or tap here to enter text.

xiii. The entities that receive contracts (e.g., shared services alliances, CCF
agencies, FCC networks, commuitised agencies, child care providers)
and how grants or contracts are pnoted by the Lead Agencgiick or tap
here to enter text.

xiv. How rates for contracted slots are set through grants and contracts and
they are viewed by providers as a vehicle for stabilizing payments.
Click or tap here to enter text.

1 Will the Lea Agency use grants or contracts for direct child care serticiesrease the
supply or quality of specific types of care?

)

5

No

Yes. If yes, does the Lead Agency use grants or contracts to increase the supply
and/or quality of child care progranserving the populations below? Check all that

apply.

Grants or Contracts are used in Child Care Progl To increase thg To increase the
that Serve supply of care | quality of care
i. Children with disabilities N A
ii. Infants and toddlers n A
iii. Schoolage children N n
iv. Children needing notraditional hour care N A
v. Children experiencing homelessness N A
vi. Children withdiverse linguistic or cultural N 4]
backgrounds
vii. Children in underserved areas N n
viii. Children in urban areas N n
ix. Children in rural areas 4 A
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X. Other populations, please specify
Click or tap here to enter text.

i B}
= 53

4.1.7 Lead Agencies must identify shortages in the supply ofdigttity child care providers that
YSSG LI NByiliaQ ySSRA lagoBrcesId& FoSoNdbify abpshottagpsiaddi G K S
RSOt AySa Ay GKS adzlid & 27F OldésBibelthe m&hoddi K G YSSi
tracking progress to support equal access and parental choice (98.16(Xx).

v. In child care center§.he Lead Agency alsouses the Office of Child Care Licensing, which gathers
information regarding capacity and availability of licetd€hild care centers in the State. Data
indicates a decline in the number of available infant slots. Licensing standards require onelig) tea
for five (5) children, ages 0 up to 18 months of age (which is the age range of infants). Child care
providers express it is more costly to operate an infant classroom due to lower ratio since two (2)
teachers are needed even if the class only hag 6rihfants. Centers tend to have more preschoolers
and see less of a decline in slots as staff to child ratie®ae (1) to eleven (11) for children two and
one-half (2%) to three (3) years of age and one (1) to eighteen (18) for four (4) yearTdids._ead
Agency has contracted with a local university to conduct research on other sources to determine
shortages and provide tracking methods to supports equal access and parental choice particularly in
rural and underserved areas of the state. In theantime, tracking for progress to support equal
access will be done by licensing consultants as they work dineith providers, providing onsite
progress reporting.

9 In child care home&he Lead Agency also houses the Office of Child Care Licenkiohgathers
information regarding capacity and availability of licensed family child care providers in the state. Data
indicates a decline in the number of licensed family homes due tgaing interest. Supply for infant
and toddler spots are limitedue tolicensing requirements in homes. Family homes that serve no
more than six (6) children can only have three (3) children under twelve (12) months of age; family
group homes that serve no more than twelve (12) children can have no more than sia3,iwith
at least one (1) caregiver per three (3) children under twelve (12) months of age. The licensing unit is
able to identifying shortages as they offer-site information and collect data regarding capacities and
group sizes. The Lead Agency bastraded with a local university to conduct research on other
sources to determine shortages and provide tracking methods to supports equal access and parental
choice. In the meantime, tracking for progress to support equal access will be done bylicensi
conglltants as they work directly with providers, providing onsite progress reporting.

9 Other. Information from Economic Development agencies, towns, and municipalities inform the Lead
Agency of discrepancies in the amount of care available for emesoyerkng nontraditional hours.
The Lead Agency has collaborated with Alabama Early Intervention and United Cerebral Palsy to assist
providers who care for or has considered caring for children with special needs in order to increase
parental access. Bhl eadAgency also provides training to providers with direct focus on infant and
toddlers also to increase parental access. Finally, the Lead Agency has reached out to employees that
operate 24 hours for the purpose of creating child care centersitafor employees, particularly
those that work nortraditional hours. The Lead Agency encourages businesses with shift workers to
collaborate with nearby providers to offer child care after normal operating hours. These employers
often have individuals thdtve in child care deserts and rely on relatives to provide care.
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4.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to develop and implement strategies to increase the supply of and
improve the quality of child care services (98.16 (x)). These strategies should addresg ahildr
underserved areas; infants and toddlers; children with disabilities, as defined by the Lead
Agency; and children who receivare during nortraditional hours. ldentify what method(s) is
(are) used to increase supply and/or to improve quality far fbllowing populations and
indicate in the description if a strategy is focused more on building supply or on improving
quality.

i. Children in underserved areas. Check and describe all that apply.

'H ii. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
The Lead Agency makes funding available through the competitive process to pr
after-school programs with dependent care grants. These grants are awarded ye
to programs offering after schochre and curriculum support to school agers.

A iii. Tamgeted Family Child Care Support such as Family Child Care Networks
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

A iv. Startup funding. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

'H v. Technical assistance support. Descrilbe Lead Agency contractsth six(6)

community agencieknow as Quality Enhancement Agendiggrovide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout the state. The community
agencies schedule trainings at different locations that better suit the needs ésieth
in rural areas including afterhours and weekends.

'H  vi. Recruitment of providers. Describ&ie lead agency is leading a Family Child C
Recruitment project that targets several areas throughout the state to establish 1
Family Child Care homes.

'H vii. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3 ). Descr
Thelead ISy O Qa vwlL{ gl NRa LINPPHARSNE i
yearly bonuses and a higher tiered reimbursement for providers who are on the (
Care Subsidy Program.

'H  viii. Support for improving business practices, sastmanagement training, paid
sick leave, and shared services. Describelead Agency contracts wisix(6)
community agencieknown as Quality Enhancement Agend@grovide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout that&t These agencies
offer training quarterly on the Strengthening Business Practice for Child Care
Providers Curriculum in order todaproviders in desloping stronger business
practices, including: marketing, recruitment, and retention.

'H ix. Accreditation supports. Describ&e LeadAgency contracts with a local
university that supports national accreditation attainment for all legally operating
family child care providers. This network targets family child care facilities in rura
areas providing oneon-one training, assessments, égstipends to assist in meeting
higher quality standards.

'H X. Child care health consultatio@escribeThe Lead Agency contracts services wi
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the Alabama Department of Public Health to provide nursaltih consultants that
offer health care consultation and training to providers throughout the state.

'H xi. Mental health consultation. Describ&e LeadAgency is a founding member an
funder of the first 5 Alabama, an association for infant andyeehildhood mental
health. The association is a licensed affiliate of the Alliance for the advancement
Infant Mental Health. First 5 Alabama promotes thealthy social, emotional,
cognitive, and physical development of children from conception thraagghfive (5).
Currently there ardive (5) consultants that are available to child cam@viders.

A xii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text
1 Infants and toddlers. Check and describe all that apply.

A i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.
0 ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describék or tap here to enter text.
0 iii. Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.
'H iv. Technical assistance support. Descrilbe: LeadAgency partnered with a local

college to create the Alabama Infant and Toddler Professional DawvelopNetwork
to supply technical assistance, coaching, modeling, and training for child care
LINP JARSNE GKFiG &SNS AV Tl VIitdardPYTR (Piogra
for Infant and Toddler Care) trained and/or certified. The Network can sgite

150 providers each year, as well as make recommendations for other training an
credentialing

N V. Recruitment of providers. Describ&lick or &p here to enter text.

'H vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Thelead ISy O0éQa vwlL{ I g NRa LINPPFARSNE I
yearly bonuses and a highgered reimbursement for providers who are on the Chi
Care Subsidy Program.

'H  vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Describelead Agency contracts wiilie (5)
community agenciegnown as Quality Enhancement Agend@grovide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout the State. These agencies
offer training quarterly on the Strengthening Business Practice for Child Care
Providers Curricum in order to ail providers in degloping stronger business
practices, including: marketing, recruitment, and retention.

'H  viii. Accreditation supports. Describ&e LeadAgency contracts with a local
university that supports national accreditation attainment for all legally operating
family child care providers. This network targets family child care facilities in rura
areas providing on®n-one training, assessments, égstipends to assist in meeting
higher quality standards.

'H ix. Child care health consultation. Describbe LeadAgency contracts services witt
the Alabama Department of Public Health to providese health consultants that
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Xi.

offer health care consultation and training to providers throughout the state.

Mental health consultation. Describ&ie Lead Agency is a founding member ai
funder of the first 5 Alabama, an association for irifand early childhood mental
health. The association is a licensed affiliate of the Alliance for the advancement
Infant Mental Health. First 5 Alabama promotée thealthy social, emotional,
cognitive, and physical development of children from concaptlrough age five (5).
Currently there ardive (5) consultants that are available to child cam®viders.

Other. DescribeClick or tap here tenter text.

dren with disabilities. Check and describe all that apply.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Family Child Care Networks. Describéck or tap here to enter text.
Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.

Technical assistance support. Descrilbe: LeadAgency contracts with the
United Cerebral Palsy of Alabama to provide services to familiepranéers for
children with disabilities. The program offers a variety of assistance in technical
assistance and trainings in physical medicine and rehabidlitaplaygroups, parent
support groups, and child care enhancement.

Recruitment of provides. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared sem$c Describelhe Lead Agency contracts wigix(6)
community agencieknow as Quality Enhancement Agendi@provide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout the State. These agencies
offer training quarterly on the Stretlgening Business Practice for Child Care
Providers Curriculum in order to aid providers in@eping stronger bginess
practices, including: marketing, recruitment, and retention.

Accreditation supports. Describ&iick or tap here to enter text.

Child care health consultation. Describbe LeadAgency contracts services witt
the Alabama Department of Public Health to provide nurse health consultants the
offer health care consultation and training to providers throughout the state.

Mental health consultation. Describ&e Lead Agency is a founding member a
funder of the first 5 Alabama, an association for infant and early childhood menta
health. Theassociation is a licensed affiliate of the Alliance for the advancement ¢
Infant Mental Health. First 5 Alabama promotes the healthy social, emotional,
cognitive, and physical development of children from conception through age five
Currently therearefive (5) consultants that are available to child cam®viders.
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n xi. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

1 Children who receive care during ntnaditional hours. Check and describe all that
apply.
i.  Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

e B

ii. FamilyChild Care Networks. Descriliglick or tap here to enter text.

Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.

T S5t 357

iv. Technical assistance support. Descrile: Lead Agency contracts wishx (6)
community agencieknown as Qualit Enhancement Agenciés provide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout the state. The Lead Agen
hasalso purchased membership/subscriptions to the online platform of Quorum E
Learning. This allows providers to access traiaintyeir convenience du ring nen
traditional hours.

i 3
<

Recruitment of providers. Describglick or tap here to enter text.

‘H  vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
TKS [ SIR 1'38Sy0eQs vwlL{ |46 NR& LINPJAR:
yearly bonuses and adher fiered reimbursement for providers who are on the Chi
Care Subsidy Program.

‘H  vii. Support for improving business practices for providers, such as managen
training, and shared services. Descriligs Lead Agency contracts wisix
community agenciegknown as Quality Enhancement Agend@grovide technical
support and training to child care providers throughout the State. These agencies
offer training quarterly on the Strengthening Business Practice for Child Care
Providers Curricuha in order to aid providers in deloping stronger bainess
practices, including: marketing, recruitment, and retention.

i 3

viii. Accreditation supports. Describ&lick or tap here to enter text.

H ix. Child Care health consultation. Descrilliez LeadAgency contracts services witl
the Alabama Department of Public Health to provide nurse health consultants the
offer heath care consultation and training to providers throughout the state.

'H x. Mental health consultation. Describ&e LeadAgency is a founding member an
funder of the first 5 Alabama, an association for infant and early childhood menta
health. The association is a licensed affiliate of the Alliance for the advancement
Infant Mental Health. First 5 Alabama promotes theatihy social, emotional,
cognitive, and physical development of children from conception through age five
Currently thee arefive (5) consultants that are available to child cam@viders.

A xi. Other. DescribeClick or tap here tenter text.

1 Other. Check and describe all that apply.
n i.  Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6).
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DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.
ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describéck or tap heréo enter text.

iii. Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.
iv. Technical assistance support. Describeck or tap here to enter text.
v. Recruitment of providers. Describ€lick or tap here to enter text.

vi. Tiered payrent rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Describe:

viii. Accreditation supports. Describ€lick oitap here to enter text.
ix. Child Care health consultation. Describéick or tap here to enter text.
x. Mental health consultation. Describ&lick or tap here to enter text.

xi. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.1.9 Lead Agenciemust prioritize investments for increasing access to-fjiggdity child care and
development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of
poverty and unemployment and do not currently have sufficient narslof suctprograms
(658 E(c)(2)(M); 98.1&);98.46(b)).

w. How does the Lead Agency define areas with significant concentrations of poverty and
unemployment?An area with significant concentration of poverty and unemployment is defined as
an area where th percenta@ of persons in poverty is higher than the Alabama average. In Alabama,

that includes 36 of the 67 counties

1

Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes increasing access tqumdjty childcare and
development services for children faimilies in areaghat have significant

concentrations of poverty and unemployment and that do not have access te high
guality programs.

The Lead Agency has prioritized increasing access teghajity child care and development

services for children anfmilies in areashat have significant concentrations of poverty and
unemployment and that do not have higjuality programs in multiple ways. The Lead Agency

has revised provider reimbursement rates statewide to th& percentile, based on the current
market rate survg. This increase acknowledges the need for rates to be more reflective of what
providers, including those in areas of high poverty, need in order to incentivize programs to serve
children on subsidy and in order to support quality. Thesatvere increasetbr all child care

types, and included higher reimbursements for QRIS rated providers. The Lead Agency has also
expanded its QRIS to include family child care providers. The Lead Agency recognizes that in rural
and/or povertystricken aeas, child caresioften limited to family child care homes and Head

Start. This investment will provide for higher quality programs for these populations and the
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state in general. The Lead Agency has implemented the Early HeadC3iifdtCare Partnerghi

(EHSCCP) Proam in areas with high poverty and unemployment levels. The program operates

in 23 counties in high need areas throughout the state. The Lead Agency blends CCDF funding

with EHSCCP dollars for eligible families participating in the-EB&rograms. Thism@sures

sufficient funding for thechild care facilities to meet the higduality standards required. Finally,

GKS [ SIFR 1'3Sy0e Ay@gSaia Ay &aSNPAOSa GKNRdJzAK f20
counties through technical assistanaedatraining, bothon-site and online. . The technical

assistance and training supports the programs in increasing the quality. Increasing online training
opportunitieshelps remove barriers for providers in more rural parts of the state to access

professicmal development

Assess Market Rates and Analyze the Cost of Child Care

Key principles of the CCDF are t) grovide equal access to child care for children receiving
child care assistance; and (2) ensure parental choice by offering a full range of child care
services. Payment rates that are too low to support equal access undermine these principles.
To estdlish subsidy payment rates that ensure equal access, Lead Agencies collect and analyze
data through a number of tools. Lead Agencies have the option to coladstetistically valid

and reliable (1) market rate survey (MRS) reflecting variations in e fwr parents of child

care services by geographic area, type of provider, and age of child or (2) an ACF
pre-approved alternative methodology, such as a @stmation model (658E(c)(4)(B)). A cost
estimation model estimates the cost of care by incagimg both data and assumptions to
judge what expected costs would be incurred by child care providers and parents under
different scenarios. Another approactowld be a cost study that collects cost data at the facility
or program level to measure the st3 (or inputs used) to deliver child care services (SAGIH
PF201801).

Regardless of whether Lead Agencies conduct a market rate survey or an alternative
methodology, they are required to analyze the cost of providing child services, known as the
narrow cost analysis, that meet basic health, safety, quality and staffing requirements (base
level care) (98.45(b)(3), () (2)(ii)(A), and (f)(2)(ii)), and higbality care at each level of quality,
as defined by the Lead Agency (98.45(b)(4), (f)(1)(ig®) (f)(2)(iii)). The analysis must identify
the gaps between the cost of care and subsidy levels adopted by the state and then be
considered as part of the ta setting process.

Note: Any Lead Agency considering using an alternative methodology, indtaadarket rate

survey, is required to submit a description of its proposed approach to its ACF Regional Child

Care Program Office for pggpproval in advancef the Plan submittal (see

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccefictpi-201608) . Advance approval is not required

if the Lead Agency plans to implement both a market rate suavelyan alternative

methodology. In its request for ACF mpproval, a Lead Agency must:

T ProvRS |y 208SNBASE 2F GKS [SIR !'3Sy0eQa LINRLRA
cost study/survey, etc.), including a description of data sources.
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Describewhat information the Lead Agency will obtain from an alternative methodology
that could not beobtained from the required narrow cost analysis.

Describe how the Lead Agency will consult with the State Early Childhood Advisory Council
or similar coordinatig body, local child care program administrators, local child care
resource and referral agenagorganizations representing child care caregivers, teachers
and directors, and other appropriate entities prior to conducting the identified alternative
methodology.

Describe how the alternative methodology will use methods that are statisticallyaradid
reliable and will yield accurate results. For example, if using a survey, describe how the Lead
Agency will ensure a representative sample and promote agaate response rate. If

using a cost estimation model, describe how the Lead Agency will tealidaassumptions

in the model.

If the proposed alternative methodology includes an analysis of costs (e.g., cost estimation
model or cost study/survey), desioe how the alternative methodology will account for key
factors that impact the cost of provitg care, such as: staff salaries and benefits, training
and professional development, curricula and supplies, group size and ratios, enroliment
levels, licensig requirements, quality level, facility size, and other factors.

Describe how the alternativeethodology will provide complete information that captures
the universe of providers in the child care market.

Describe how the alternative methodology wilflext variations by provider type, age of
children, geographic location, and quality.

Describenow the alternative methodology will use current data.
What metrics the Lead Agency will use to set rates based on the alternative methodology.
Describe the @fmated reporting burden and cost to conduct the approach.

A Market Rate Survey (MRS) or an ACFapmoved alternative methodology must be

developed and conducted no earlier than 2 years before the date of submission of the Plan
(658E(a¢)(B)(i) (98.8 (c)). Due to the COUI® pandemic, Lead Agencies may request a waiver
for up to one additional year (until July 1, 2022) to complete the required MRS or an ACF pre
approved alternative methodology. Lead Agencies may also request theaedduarrow Cost
Analysis be waived for one year (until July 1, 2022). These waiver requests must include a
justification linked to the COVILO pandemic.

Completion of the MRS or ACF faqgproved alternative methodology.

Did the state/territory conduct atatistically vdid and reliable MRS or ACF agproved
alternative methodology?

H  ves. If yes, please identify the methodology(ies) used below to assess child care
prices and/or costs.
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'H a. MRS. When was your data gathered (provide a date range, for
instance, September December, 2019)Reft blank intentionally

n b. ACF preapproved alternative methodology. Identify the date of th
ACF approval and describe the methodolaglck or tap here to
enter text.

N No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A.

a tfSFrasS ARSYGATeE ( méthoflo®dyfes)toBsBss Chidd@are
prices and/or costs.
H . aw{® LT OKSO1SRXZI RS&ZONROGS (K
implementation of the MRS.eft blank intentionally

ACF preapproved alternative methodology. If checked, describe
GKS adl Gddza 2 Bimpléatentatids bffhe ACF grg O
approved alternative methodology, including if applicable, the d
of the ACF approval and a description of the methodolagykor
tap here to enter text.

b. If a waiver is requested, Lead Agencies will need to respmgdestions 4.2.2
4.5.2 based on data collected for the FY 2@021 CCDF Plan. Identify the dat
2F GKS [SIR !''3Sy0OAsSaQ Yz2aili NBOSyi
approved alternatve methodology that will provide data to inform responses t
guestions 4.2.24.5.2. Click or tap here to enter text.

e B}

4.2.2 Prior to developing and conducting the MRS, or conducting the AG&ppreved alternative
methodology, the Lead Agency is required to consult with (1) the State Advisory Council or
similar coordhating body, local child care program administrators, lotéld care resource and
referral agencies, and other appropriate entities, and (2) organizations representing caregivers,
teachers, and directors (98.45 (e)). Local child care program administraiay also be good
informants to Lead Agencies on narrowstanalyses.

Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the:
a. State Advisory Council or similar coordinatingbadyS / KAf R /I NB / AGAT Sy Qa

Committee includes representation frorhed G I 1 S Q& GNAOLFE F3Syodes OSyi¢
providers, bcal quality enhancement agencies that provide child care resource and referral

services, higher education , public health, provider associations, child advocacy groups, and the

Alabama Departmat of Early Childhood Education, which is responsible foStia¢e Advisory

[ 2dzy OAf 21ISNFGAYy3I & GKS / KAfRNBYQa t2fAde [/ 2dzy
the following: the length of the survey, the structuring of rate questions, the gémata setting

procedures of Alabama providers, the methodnotifying providers, and how to accept survey

submissions (through mail and electronically) The Committee stressed the need fortdiglow
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contact with providers that did not complete the survaffer initial contact.

b. Local child care program administoas:TK S/ KAf R /I NBE / AGAT Sy Qa [/ 22 NJ
Ay Of dzRSa NBIINBaSyiGl A2y FTNRY GKS ailGdSQa 0 NROI
quality enhancement agencies that providedlditare resource and referral services, higher
education , pblic health, provider associations, child advocacy groups, and the Alabama
Department of Early Childhood Education, which is responsible for the State Advisory Council
2 LISNJ G A YV 3 | s¥PolibykC8undil. AHe tdrhiieé Bdvised the Lead Agency on the
following: the length of the survey, the structuring of rate questions, the general rate setting
procedures of Alabama providers, the method of notifying providers, , and how to accept survey
submissions (through mail and electronically) The Committeessted the need for followp
contact with providers that did not complete the survey after initial contact.

c. Local child careesource and referral agencieB< S /| KAt R / I NFatngA G AT Sy Qa [/ :
[ 2YYAGGSS Ay Of dzRSa NXE LAl agenkyi teiter and farffildbdire G KS &G
providers, local guality enhancement agencies that provide child care resource and referral
services, higher education , public health, provider associatidmilsl, @vocacy groups, and the
Alabama Department of Earyhildhood Education, which is responsible for the State Advisory
[ 2dzy OAf 21INFrdAy3I & GKS / KAfRNBYyQa t2f A0 [/ 2dzy
the following: the length of the survethe structuring of rate questions, the general rate sedti
procedures of Alabama providers, the method of notifying providers, , and how to accept survey
submissions (through mail and electronically) The Committee stressed the need for-diglow
contactwith providers that did not complete the survey after ialtcontact.

d. Organizations representing caregivers, teachers, and directerS: /| KAf R/ I NB / AUGA
[ 22NRAYVIFGAY3I [/ 2YYAGGSS AyOfdzRSa NBLINBaSyidalGAazy
family home providers, local guality enhancement agentties provide child care resource and
referral services, higher education , public health, provider associations, child advocacy groups,
and the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education, whidsponsible for the State
Advisory Council operatingia 1 KS / KAf RNBYy Q& t 2f A0& [/ 2dzy OAf & ¢ K¢
Agency on the following: the length of the survey, the structuring of rate questions, the general
rate setting procedures of Alabamaqgviders, the method of notifying providers, , and how to
accept survey submissions (through mail and electronically) The Committee stressed the need for
follow-up contact with providers that did not complete the survey after initial contact.

e. Other. Desribe:All agencies are listed in the previous responses
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4.3Establish Adequate Payment Rates

The Lead Agency must set CCDF subsidy payment rates, in accordance with the results of the
current MRS or ACF pepproved alternative methodology, as identified4.2.1, at a level to

ensure equal access for eligiliamilies to child care services that are comparable with those
provided to families not receiving CCDF assistance. Lead Agencies must also consider the costs
of base and higher quality care at eactdkas part of its rate setting. The Lead Agency must re
evaluate its payment rates at least every 3 years.

4.3.1 Provide the base payment rates and percentiles (based on the most recent MRS as
identified in 4.2.1) for the following categories beldvead Agenes are required to provide a
summary of data and facts in their Plan to demonstrate how its payment raserqual

access. The preamble to the final rule (81 FR, p. 67512), indicates that a benchmark for
adequate payment rates is the 7percentile d the most recent MRS. The'Tpercentile is the
number separating the lowest 75 percent of rates from the highest 25 percent. Setting rates at
the 78" percentile, while not a requirement, would ensure that eligible children have access to
three out d four child care slots.

The 7% percentile benchmark applies to the base rat@ase rates are the lowest, foundational
rates before any differentials are added (e.qg., for higher quality or other purposes). Further,
base rates must be sufficient to ame that minimum health and saffg and staffing
requirements are covered.

Percentiles are not required if the Lead Agency conducted an A&ippreved alternative
methodology, but must be reported if the Lead Agency conducted a MRS. For states that
conduct an ACF prapproved alternaive methodology, report the base payment rates based on
a fulHime weekly rate.

The ages and types of care listed below are meant to provide a snapshot of the categories on
which rates can be based and are not intended eéacbmprehensive of all categosi¢hat might

exist or to reflect the terms used by the Lead Agency for particular ages. If rates are not
statewide, please use the most populous geographic region (defined as the area serving highest
number of CCDF childreto) report base payment rates hmwv.

a. Fill in the table below based on either the statewide rates or the most populous area of the
state (area serving highest number of children accessing CCDF). To facilitate compiling state by
state payment rates, prade the fulltime weekly base ayment rates in the table below. If

weekly payment rates are not published, then the Lead Agency will need to calculate its
equivalent.

91| Page



DRAFT FY202D24 CCDF PREPRINT $©&ERONBUBLIC COMMERERIOD

If the Lead Agency usec

Age of child in what| Base Fulttime If the Lead Agency| .
) an alternative
type of licensed | payment | weekly | conducted an MRS
. . . methodology what
child care setting. rate base what is the .
. . . percent of the estimated
(All rates are full | (including| payment percentile of the .
. : 4 cost of care is thbase
time) unit) rate base payment rate” rate?
Infant $150 fult $150 750
(6 months) time
Center care
Toddler $150 fult $150 75"
(18 months) time
Center care
Preschooler $138 fult $138 75N
(4 years) time
Center care
Schoolage child (6 | $115 ful- $115 75"
years) time
Center care
(Based on fultay,
full-year rates that
would be paid
during the summer.)
Infant $125full- $125 750
(6 months) time
Family Child Care
Toddler $125 fult $125 750
(18 months) time
Family Child Care
Preschooler $120 fult $120 750
(4 years) time
Family Child Care
Schoolage child (6 | $110 fult $110 750
years) time

Family Child Care

(Based on fultay,
full-year rates that
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Age of child in what
type of licensed
child care setting.
(All rates are full

time)

Base
payment
rate
(including
unit)

Fulkttime
weekly
base
payment
rate

If the Lead Agency|
conducted an MRS
what is the
percentile of the
base payment rate?

If the Lead Agency usec
an alternative
methodology what
percent of the estimated
cost of care is thbase
rate?

would be paid
during the summer.)

If the Lead Agency does not publish weekly rates then how were these rates calculated (e.qg.,
were daily rates multiplied by 5 or monthly rates divided by 4.332d agency publishes weekly

rates only.

Describe how the Lead Agency defines and calcufsigsime and fulitime care.
Fulktime care is care provided more than 25 hours per week.-ffae care is care provided for less than

25 hours per week. Patime care is calculated at half the fdiline rate.

Provide the date these current paymenattes became effective (i.e., date of last update based
on most recent MRS as reported in 4.2NJvember 1, 2019

f. If applicable, identify the most populous area of the state (area serving highest number of
childrenaccessing CCDF) used to complete #sponses abovesirmingham

g. Provide the citation, or link, if available, to the payment rategs://dhr.alabama.gov/wp

content/uploads2019/11/ProvidefRateswith-ORISTiersNovember2019.pdf

h. If the payment rates are not set by thead Agency for the entire state/territory, describe
how many jurisdictions set their own payment rates (98.16(i)(3)).
Payment rates are set by the LeadeAqgy.
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4.3.2 Describe how and on what factors the Lead Agency differentiates payment rates. Check
allthat apply.

‘H  a. Geographic area. DescribEhe rates reflect variation in price of care by region

'H  b. Type of provider. Describ&he provider rates aress according to market rate data
from type of provider setting, includingcénsedchild care cente(more than 12
children) licensed family day care honfep to 6 children)and group day care home
(6 to 12 children)

'H  c. Age of child. Describ@ates are set based on the care level of the child, reflecting the
market difference between rates charged at different care levels (infant/Toddler, preschoc
and school age).

‘H  d. Quality level. Describgiered reimbursement rates are based on Alabamality STAR QR!
level. Tiered reimbursement rates increase at each STAR level

n e. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.3.3 Lead Agencies can choose to establish tiered rates, differential rates, @medah top

of their base rates as a wdo increase payment rates for targeted needs (i.e., a higher rate for
special needs children as both an incentive for providers to sgrildren with special needs

and as a way to cover the higher costs to the provider to provide care for special needs
children). Lead Agencies may pay providers more than their private pay rates as an incentive or
to cover costs for higher quality care (BR, p. 67514).

Has the Lead Agency chosen to implement tiered reimbursement or differential rates?

J No

X Yes, If yes, identify below any tiered or differential rates, and at a minimum, indicate the
process and basis used for determining the tiere@saincluding if the rates were
based on the MRS or an ACF-ppproved alternative methodology. Ctleand describe

all that apply.

i a. Tiered or differential rates are not implementedlick or tap here to enter text.
A b. Differential rate for norraditional hours. DescribeClick or tap here to enter tex
A c. Differential rate for children witlspecial needs, as defined by the state/territory

DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

i B}
o

. Differential rate for infants and toddlers. Note: Do not check if the Lead Agen
has a different base rate for infants/toddlers with no separate bonuasda¥Fon.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

n e. Differential rate for schoshge programsiNote: Do not check if the Lead Agenc)
has a different base rate for scheage children with no separate bonus or add
on. DescribeClick or tap here tenter text.
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'H f. Differential rate for higher quality, as defined by the state/territory. Describe:
Tiered reimbursement rates are based on Alabama Quality STAR QRIS level. Tierec
reimbursement rates increase at each STAR |ad&her quality ratesre set at 2%
above the base rate, beginning at Quality STAR leveandgrogresses to 10% abotre
base rate at Quality STAR QRIS level five. Each star rating results in a 2% increase .
increment.

'H g. Other differential rates or tiered rate®escribe:Care exceeding 50 hours or more
per week is paid at 125% of the base rate.

4.3.4 Establishment of adequate payment rates.

a. Describe how base payment rates are adequate and enable providers to meet health, safety,
guality, and staffing requiremeas under CCDF, and how they were establighe@sked on the
most recent MRS or ACF gapprovedalternative methodologynd the Narrow Cost Analysis
as reported in 4.2.1 and 4.2.5.. In determining compliance with the Act for the equal access
provisions inthe FY2012021 CCDF Plan, the OCC reviewed all the states with payment rates
below the 75th ercentile benchmark. Of those states, the half with the lowest payment rates
were considered noftompliant and placed on a corrective action plan (CAP). Thesss sttt
had rates below the 25th percentile for either some or all categories of care. The 25t
percentile is not to be viewed as a benchmark or a{tamg solution to gauge equal access. It
is also not to be viewed as sufficient for compliance in fuples cycles. OCC expects to
continue to take action against states with the lowest ratesuimre plan cycles in an effort to
keep payment rates moving upward toward ensuring equal access. Note: Per the preamble (81
FR p. 67512), in instances where an MRSCF prapproved alternative methodology
indicates that prices or costs have increasexd_Agencies must raise their rates as a result.
Left blank intentionally

b. Describe the process used for setting rates, including how the Lead Agency facharsast
of care, including any increased costs and provider fees because of-C@Q\AM howsuch
costs may be modified after the pandemic subsides.
Left blank intentionally
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4.3.5 Describe how the Lead Agency took the cost of higher quality, as determidezi 5

into account, including how payment rates for highgrality care, as defined by tHeead

Agency using a QRIS or other system of quality indicators, relate to the estimated cost of care at
each level of quality. Note: For states without a QRISsthees may use other quality indicators
(e.g. provider status related to accreditation, Pst&ndards, Head Start performance

standards, or statelefined quality measuresThe Lead Agency provides tiered reimbursements,
allowing stafrated programs taeceive payment rates above the base rate. Tiered reimbursement rate
increases at eachigher level of quality. Annual bonuses are also given to providers based on the size of
the facility regardless of their participation in the Child Care Subsidy Proditaese incentives assist in
maintaining quality.

4.3.6 Identify and describe any adibnal facts that the Lead Agency considered in
determining its payment rates ensure equal access. If applicable, provide a description of how
any additional health andafety costs, because of the COM®pandemic are included in rate
setting.

Left blank intentionally.

4.4Implement Generally Accepted Payment Practices and Ensure Timeliness of Payments

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate that they have establigagaent practices

applicable to all CCDF child care providers that include ensuring the timeliness of payments by
either (1) paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services opd#ing within no more than

21 calendar days of the receipt of a coetp invoice for services. To the extent practicable, the

Lead Agency must also support the fixed costs of providing child care services by delinking

LINE GARSNI LI 8YSYUGR2FINR Yl 6 A OROERQEE 20D 4L 2 Ay 3
enrollment rather tlan attendance, (2) providing full payment if a child attends at least 85

percent of the authorized time, (3) providing full payment if a child is absent for 5 or fewer days

in @ month, or(4) using an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency proaides

justification in its Plan (658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(1)(2)).

Lead Agencies are required to use CCDF payment practices that reflect generally accepted
payment practices of child care piiders who serve children who do not receive C@ibided
assistanceUnless a Lead Agency is able to demonstrate that the following policies are not
generally accepted in its particular state, territory, or service area or among particular
categories or typs of providers, Lead Agencies must (1) pay providers based origstab
part-time or fulttime rates rather than paying for hours of service or smaller increments of time
and (2) pay for reasonable, mandatory registration fees that the provider chtoges/ate-

paying parents (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)). Respormesilso identify any additional health and
safety fees providers are charging as a result of CQ¥ID
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In addition, there are certain other generally accepted payment practices that guereel.

Lead Agencies are required to ensure that child care prosideeive payment for any services

in accordance with a payment agreement or an authorization for services, ensure that child care
LINE A RSNE NBOSAGS LINE Y Liligiyligy stau® that gotild idfadt y 3Sa G 2
payment, and establish timeBppeal and resolution processes for any payment inaccuracies

and disputes (98.45(1)(4) through (6); 658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(1)(4); 98.45(1)(5); 98.45(1)(6)).

4.4.1 Certify by identifying andescribing the payment practices below that the Lead Agency
has implenented for all CCDF child care providers.

a. Ensure the timeliness of payments by either (Lead Agency to implement at least one of the
following):
i i. Paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services. Describe the policy or procedure.
Click or tap here to enter text.

'H ii. Paying within no more than 21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for
services. Describe the policy procedure.Providers do not submit a bill for services.
Parents record attendance using a swipe card. The attendance for the week is captured in the
¢CAYS YR ' GidSYREYOS {&8&aiGSY RIGlFIo6FrasS FyR LI &YSy
authorization information.5 A NS OG5S 1J)2aA0 A& YIRS 2 (KS OKAfR
within 21 days of the week child care services were provided. Child care providers receive
weekly direct deposits.

c. To the extent practicable, support the fixed costs of providinfdaire services by delinking
LINE GARSNI LI 8YSyda FTNRY | OKAftRQa 200Faraz2ylft I
at least one of the following:

n A® tleAy3a o6FlaSR 2y | OKAfRQA SYNRBifYSyd NI
procedure. Click or tap here to enter text.

N ii. Providing full payment if a child attends at least 85 percent of the authorized time.
Describe the policy or procedurglick or tap here to enter text.

'H iii. Providing full payment if a child is abséott five or fewer days in a month. Describe

the policy or procedureRayment is authorized for up to five (5) absences (consecutive or non
consecutive) per month. Absences with a documented statement bysigihn are paid for an
additional five (5) dgs. Chronic iliness for which documentation is provided is allowed for up to
ninety (90) consecutive days without causing the parent to lose eligibility.

iv. Use an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a justification in its
tflyd LT OK2aSys>s LI SIFaS RSAONAROGS (KS Lkt AOe
justification for this approachClick or tap here to enter text.

54

d ¢ KS [ SI Rpymarbpfadtied reflect generally accepted payment practices of child care
providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF subsidies. These payment practices
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must include the following two practices unless the Lead Agency provides evidencedhat su
practices are not generally accepted in its state (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)).

i. Paying on a paitime or fulktime basis (rather than paying for hours of service
or smaller increments of time). Describe the policy or procedure and include a
definition of the time increments (e.g., part time, fdline). Fultiime payment is
authorized when the parent is participating in an activity for more than 25 hours per
week. Partime payment is authorized when the parent is participating in an activity for
25 haurs a less each week.
ii. Paying for reasonable mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to
private-paying parents. Describe the policy or procedute Lead Agency pays
F2NJ S OK OKAfRQa NBIAA&GNI (raiskct FefoSither¢ KS FSS )
new enrdiment and for each year the registration fee is charged based on the
LINP JARSNDA 1Jdzof AAKSR LIR2fAOASE YR LINROSRAzNEB:

e. The Lead Agency ensures that providers are paid in accordance with a written payment
agreement or an authazation for services that aludes, at a minimum, information regarding
provider payment policies, including rates, schedules, any fees charged to providers, including
fees related to COVID 19, and the disptgsolution process.

DescribeUpon registraion, provider agreements argigned by the provider. This agreement informs
the provider of payments and applicable rates as assigned per child care type and care level. Providers
are paid in accordance with the payment schedule set forth by the attendainite child.

f. TheleadASy O8 LINPOPARSA LINBYLI y20A0S (G2 LINRPJARSNA
eligibility status that could impact payments, and such a notice is sent no later than the day
that the Lead Agency becomes aware that such a chesiljeccur. DescribeElidbility staff
send communication notices to notify providers of changes in eligibility that impact payment. Notices are
sent to providers in the same timeframe that notices are sent to paremithin three (3) days of the
effedive date of the action.

g. The Lead Agency has a timely appeal and resolution process for payment inaccuracies and
disputes. Describeroviders may request a review of payment and adjustment for inaccuracies in
payment within thirty (30) days after theréct deposit date. A requégor review is submitted to the
Lead Agency for review by a Payment Adjustment Analyst.

h. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.
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4.4.2 Do payment practices vary across regions, counties, and/or geographic areas?

'H No,the practices do not vargicross areas.
A Yes, the practices vary across areas. Desdfibek or tap here to enter text.

443 5SA0ONRO6S K2 [SIR 1'3Sy0ASaQ LI &yYSyid LINIY OiGAC
equal access to a full range of providerse caseworker gives an explanation of the certificate

process at initial agcation and whenever the parent requests to change providers. Also information is

found on the Parent Agreement and the Parental Choice form that is provided at each eligibility

determination. The parental choice form is issued when the parent notifiesase manager of a change

in providers. A Parent P+€ertificate of Child CareShopping Care is issued to parents who have not

chosen a provider at the time care is awarded. Thegaificate allows the parent to choose from

among all legally opetimg providers. The parent is allowed up to 10 days to make a choice of provider.

Additional time is granted on a cabg-case basis when requested by the parent.

4.5Establish Affordable @@ayments

Family cgpayments are addressed in Section 3 related to minimurmbath eligibility and the

graduated phas@ut provision and also in this subsection, because they are an important

elementfor determining equal access. If a Lead Agency allows providetsarge amounts

more than the required family egpayments, the Lead Agency must provide a rationale for this

practice, including how charging such additional amounts will not negativelyOriipa I T YA f & Q3
ability to receive care they might otherwise rec®iz G Ay 3 Ay idi2 O2yaAiRSNI (A
LI 8YSyd YR GKS LINPOGARSNRA LI &YSyid NIiGSo

4.5.1 How will the Lead Agency ensure that the family contributiorpeyment, based on a
slidingfee scale, isféordable and is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF ser(8&16 (k))?
Check all that apply.

N a. Limit the maximum cgayment per familyDescribe Click or tap here to enter text.
N b. Limit the combined amount of epayment for all children to a percentagefamily
income. List the percentage of the-payment limit andlescribe.

Click ottap here to enter text.

‘H c. Minimize the abrupt termination of assistance before a family atford the full
cost ofcared & TIKf S ¥ T Sipartofithe graduatedphaseout of assistance
discussedn 3.2.5. DescribeClick or tap here to enteext.

N d. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.5.2 Does the Lead Agenchoose the option to allow providers to charge families additional
amounts above therequired e @ YSY 4G Ay AyaidlyOSa 6KSNBE GKS LN
subsidy pasnent (98.45(b)(5))?
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A No
‘H Yes. Ifyes:
i. t NEPOARS GKS NI (A 2 ypolicio aficdvgdovidérsSto dhadge Rmilied Sy Oe Qa
additional amounts above the required-payment, including a demonstration of how the
policy promotes affordability and aess for familiesClick or tap here to enter text.

iii. Provide data (including data on the size and frequency of such amounts) on the extent to
which CCDF providers charge additional amounts to families.
Click or tap here to enter text.

iv. Describethelead 3Sy OeQa |yl feara 2F GKS AyGSNI OlAzy
charged to families with the required family-payment and the ability of current subsidy

payment rates to provide access to care without additional fees.
Click or taghere to enter tat.
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